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PREFACE

This year, in Gokova, we had many interesting talks on a wide variety of subjects
from algebraic geometry and mirror symmetry to algebraic topology and handlebodies
of 4-manifolds; and also lectures on conformal field theory by the latest fields medalist
Stanislav Smirnov. This volume contains interesting articles from this lively eighteenth
Gokova Conference. Special thanks goes to Conan Leung for delivering a mini-course on
mirror-symmetry and to all the participants for making this conference a very exciting
event. We thank TUBITAK and NSF for funding this conference, and thank IP for
printing and distributing these proceedings. We also thank Selahi Durusoy for putting
these proceedings together, and we finally thank Hotel Yiicelen (which is located on the
scenic shores of the Gokova Bay) for supporting and hosting this conference.

March 2012 The Editors
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