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Modular forms in quantum field theory

Francis Brown and Oliver Schnetz

The amplitude of a Feynman graph in Quantum Field Theory is
related to the point-count over finite fields of the corresponding
graph hypersurface. This article reports on an experimental study
of point counts over Fq modulo q3, for graphs up to loop order 10.
It is found that many of them are given by Fourier coefficients of
modular forms of weights ≤8 and levels ≤17.

1. Introduction

We first explain the definition of the c2-invariant of a graph and its connec-
tion to its period. Then we turn to modularity and our results.

1.1. The c2-invariant

Let G be a connected graph. The graph polynomial of G is defined by
associating a variable xe to every edge e of G and setting

(1.1) ΨG(x) =
∑

T span.tree

∏
e�∈T

xe,

where the sum is over all spanning trees T of G. These polynomials first
appeared in Kirchhoff’s work on currents in electrical networks [13].

The set of finite graphs G is filtered by the maximal degree of the set of
vertices of G. We say that

(1.2) G is in φn theory if deg(v) ≤ n for all vertices v of G

and we will mostly restrict to the physically meaningful case of φ4.
The arithmetic content of perturbative Quantum Field Theories is given

by integrals of rational functions, whose denominator is the square of the
graph polynomial. This requires a convergency condition for the graphs. A
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(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

Figure 1: Graphs (a) and (b) are primitive-divergent whereas graphs (c),
(d), and (e) have subdivergences.

connected graph G is called primitive-divergent (see figure 1) if

NG = 2hG,(1.3)
Nγ > 2hγ for all non-trivial strict subgraphs γ � G,(1.4)

where hγ denotes the number of loops (first Betti number) and Nγ the
number of edges in a graph γ. It is easy to see that primitive-divergent
graphs with at least three vertices are simple: they have no multiple edges
or self-loops.

If G is primitive-divergent, the period of G is defined by the convergent
integral [2, 5] (which is independent of the choice of edge NG)

(1.5) P (G) =
∫ ∞

0
· · ·

∫ ∞

0

dx1 · · ·dxNG−1
ΨG(x)2|xNG

=1
∈ R+.

In this way, P (G) defines a map from the set of primitive-divergent graphs
to positive real numbers. In the case of φ4 theory they are renormalization-
scheme independent contributions to the β-function [12].

Since (1.1) is defined over the integers, it defines an affine scheme of
finite type over SpecZ which is called the graph hypersurface XG ⊂ ANG .
For any field k, we can therefore consider the zero locus XG(k) of ΨG in
kNG . If the ground field k ∼= Fq is finite, we have the point-counting function

(1.6) [XG]q : q �→ #XG(Fq) ∈ N.

It defines a map from prime powers to non-negative integers. Inspired by
the appearance of multiple zeta values in the period integral [3], Kontsevich
informally conjectured in 1997 that the function [XG] might be polynomial
in q for all graphs [14]. Although the conjecture is true for small graphs [23]
and for certain sets of nearly complete graphs [10, 22], it is false in general.
In [1] Belkale and Brosnan used Mnëv’s universality theorem to prove that
the [XG] for arbitrary graphs are, in a certain sense, of general type. In [5,7]
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we proved the conjecture is true for some infinite families of graphs in φ4

theory.
Nonetheless a connection between the point-counting function and the

period (1.5) remains valid in all cases. Recent work [6, 7, 21] shows that
certain information about the period is indeed detected by a small piece of
the point-counting function [XG]q, called the c2-invariant.

Proposition 1 [7]. If G has at least three vertices there exists a quantity

c2(G) = (c2(G)q)q ∈
∏
q

Z/qZ,

where q ranges over the set of prime powers and c2(G)q ∈ Z/qZ is defined
as follows. One shows that [XG]q ≡ 0 mod q2, and sets

(1.7) c2(G)q ≡ [XG]qq−2 mod q.

In the case when [XG]q is a polynomial in q, the c2-invariant is simply
the reduction mod q of the coefficient of q2 in this polynomial, and so there
is an integer M such that c2(G)q ≡ M mod q for all q. When this happens,
we say that the c2-invariant is constant. In other words, the c2-invariant is
said to be constant if and only if it is in the image of the map

Z →
∏
q

Z/qZ.

Any graph G with a non-constant c2-invariant is therefore a counter-example
to Kontsevich’s problem. The connection between the period and the c2-
invariant is further borne out by the following conjecture, which holds in all
presently known examples:

Conjecture 2. If P (G1) = P (G2) for primitive divergent graphs G1, G2,
then c2(G1)q ≡ c2(G2)q mod q for all prime powers q.

This conjecture is supported by [6], where it is shown that, for a large
class of graphs, the c2-invariant is related to the de Rham framing on the
cohomology of the graph hypersurface given by the integrand of (1.5).

1.2. Which motives for quantum field theory?

Since graph polynomials are not polynomially countable [1, 7], and more
to the point, the period (1.5) does not factorize through a category of
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mixed Tate motives [6], it follows from standard conjectures in transcendence
theory that the integral (1.5) will not be a multiple zeta value in general. An
important question is to try to ascertain which families of periods do occur as
values of (1.5), especially when one places physically meaningful restrictions
on the graphs G. Due to the immense difficulty of computing the periods
(1.5) directly, or even to obtain any non-trivial information about the mixed
Hodge structure or motive [2] underlying (1.5) beyond 6 loops, one is forced
to find new methods to probe the arithmetic content of φ4 theory at high
loop orders. The goal of this paper is to argue that the c2-invariant gives an
effective method to do just this, and to report on an experimental study of
all c2-invariants of primitive φ4-graphs with up to and including 10 loops.

Note that a naive approach to computing the point-counting functions
[XG]q, for any q, is completely impossible: at ten loops the graph polynomials
ΨG are of degree 10 in 20 variables, and have thirty to forty thousand mono-
mials. Furthermore, there are several thousand primitive divergent graphs.
The main point is that the c2-invariant satisfies sufficiently many combina-
torial properties to reduce this to a manageable computation.

A first reduction, which uses graph-theoretical arguments together with
a weakened version of Conjecture 2 (see Conjecture 14) allows us to reduce
the number of relevant cases to 284 ‘prime ancestors’ (see Theorem 18). The
number of prime ancestors at a certain loop order is listed in table 2. A
second, crucial, reduction is Theorem 22, which reduces the c2-invariant of
the hypersurface XG to that of a hypersurface of much smaller dimension,
for which the points can be counted for at least the first 6 primes in all
284 cases. This is enough to distinguish 145 c2-invariants which are listed
in Tab’s. 7 and 8 at the end of the article. For graphs up to 9 loops we
computed the c2-invariants of their prime ancestors for the first 12 primes
(table 6).

1.3. Findings

For small graphs (with ≤6 loops [23]) the c2-invariant is constant and it
is known that the integral (1.5) is a linear combination of multiple zeta
values [3,20]. At 7 loops, we find the first examples of c2-invariants that are
quasi-constant [11, 21]. This means that the c2 is constant after excluding
finitely many primes, or by passing to a finite field extension (Definition 23).
Experimentally, we find that for graphs in φ4 theory up to 10 loops, only
the constants c2 = 0,−1, and three other quasi-constants can occur corre-
sponding to extending by 2nd, 3rd and 4th roots of unity (Conjecture 25).
All these examples correspond to Tate motives.
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The first non-Tate examples occur at 8 loops. We say that a c2-invariant
is modular if the point-counts c2(G)p over finite fields Fp where p is prime,
coincide with the pth Fourier coefficients of a modular form (possibly with a
non-trivial character). In [7] we proved using modularity theorems for singu-
lar K3 surfaces that a certain graph with 8 loops is modular for all primes p.
No such theorem is currently available for any other c2-invariant. Therefore,
we shall abusively say that a graph G is modular if c2(G)p coincides with
the Fourier coefficients of a modular form for small p. In practice, computing
just a handful of primes is enough to fix the character of c2 uniquely: for
instance, the likelihood of a false identification after counting points over
the first 11 primes is of the order of one in |F2 × · · · × F31| ∼ 2× 1011. Thus
we can be fairly confident that our experimentally-modular graphs (modular
for at least the first 11 primes) are indeed modular for all primes.

Motivated by the 8-loop example, we searched for other modular exam-
ples of primitive-divergent graphs G in φ4 theory up to and including 10
loops. The output of this search is summarized in table 1. In total 16 out
of the (at least) 145 c2-invariants of graphs with ≤10 loops in φ4 theory are
modular for (at least) the first 11 primes. The modular forms that corre-
spond to these c2-invariants are in heavy boxes in table 1.

One immediately notices from table 1 that the modular forms coming
from φ4 graphs have very low levels and never have weight 2. With our
data we can rule out (assuming Conjecture 14) weight 2 modularity for all
levels up to 1200 in graphs with ≤10 loops. This absence of weight 2 should
be a general property of primitive φ4-graphs (Conjecture 26). Moreover, we
only found levels 7, 8, and 12 at weight 3. Remarkably, all these modular
forms were already found in graphs with not more than 9 loops (the lower
index in the boxes). At weight 4 we found modular forms of level 5, 6, 7,
13, and 17. At weight 5 only level 4 could be identified. At weight 6 we had
modular forms of levels 3, 4, 7, 10, whereas at weights 7 and 8 levels 3 and
2, 5 could be found. We observe a tendency to higher weight for higher loop
order. Otherwise we are not aware of any particular pattern in the identified
modular forms.

In order to investigate the effect of the topology of the graph on the
c2-invariant, we also computed the c2-invariants of all log-divergent graphs
(graphs which satisfy (1.3) and (1.4), but which are not necessarily in φ4

theory, see figure 6) up to and including 9 loops. These additional graphs
give rise to the first three levels of weight 2 and fill in the gap at level 11 of
weight 3. They are shown in light boxes in table 1. Moreover, already at 8
loops there exists a non-φ4 graph with a quasi-constant c2-invariant which
does not occur in the set of φ4 graphs with up to 10 loops. Its point-count
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Table 1: Newforms of low level with rational Fourier coefficients and their
first appearance in φ4-theory (see main text). The lower index indicates the
lowest loop order at which they occur, an upper index η indicates that the
modular form is an η-product; see table 3 in Section 5. A subscript ‘φ>4, 9’
denotes the modular form of a graph which does not lie in φ4 theory (i.e.,
which has a vertex with valency greater than four) with 9 loops. The table
does not include any non-φ4 10 loop graphs.

weight 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
level 11 η

φ>4, 9 7 η
8 5 η

8 4 η
9 3 η

8 3 9 2 η
10

14 η
φ>4, 9 8 η

8 6 η
9 7 4 η

9 7 3
15 η

φ>4, 9 11 φ>4, 9 7 10 8 5 8 5 10

17 12 η
9 8 11 6 11 6

19 15 9 12 7 9 15 7
20 15 10 15 8 15 8
21 16 12 15 9 16 8
24 19 13 9 19 10 10 19 9

26 20
... 20 10 20 10

26 20 17 10 20 10 20 12

(5.5) is given by the number of zeros of x2 + x− 1, which is not cyclotomic.
In conclusion, it seems that the point-counting functions of ‘physical graphs’
(i.e. in φ4) are highly constrained compared to the set of all graphs.

Besides the modular and (quasi-)constant examples, there are many c2-
invariants that we were unable to identify. Up to 8 loops φ4 theory is fully
quasi-constant or modular, but at 9 loops there are 10 c2-invariants which
are neither quasi-constant nor modular of low level. Their sequences are
listed for the first 12 primes in table 6. At 10 loops we have another 114
unidentified sequences which are listed for the first 6 primes in table 8. In
one case it is possible to reduce an unidentified c2-invariant (i101 in table 8)
to the (affine) point-count of a 4-fold which is the projective zero locus of
the degree 6 polynomial (5.4). The i101 c2-invariant is listed for the first 100
primes in table 5, and the c2-invariants of 7 other accessible cases are listed
for the first 50 primes.

A surprising consequence of our findings is the following trichotomy for
graphs in φ4 theory. Up to 10 loops they fall into three categories:
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(1) GraphsG with c2-invariant equal to −1. These appear to have a unique
prime ancestor: namely the wheel with three spokes (whose completion
is the graph K5). In other words, this entire class is generated by a
single graph by completion and double-triangle operations.

(2) Graphs that have c2-invariant equal to 0. These graphs are expected to
have weight-drop and therefore contribute to the perturbative expan-
sion in a quite different way from the previous class.

(3) Graphs with non-constant c2-invariants. These start at 7 loops and are
all counter-examples to Kontsevich’s conjecture. This class contains
the modular graphs described above.

The last set of columns (loop order �) in table 7 suggests that the wheel with
three spokes is the only graph in φ4 theory which plays a distinguished role.
In particular, there are many prime ancestors with vanishing c2-invariant
(the smallest of which is the K3,4 graph at loop order 6). In [9], several
families of graphs with vanishing c2-invariant were constructed.

2. Equivalence classes of graphs

2.1. Completed primitive graphs

The map (1.5) from graphs to periods satisfies various identities which we
review here. Recall that a graph is 4-regular if every vertex has degree 4.

Definition 3. Let Γ be a connected 4-regular graph with at least three
vertices. We say that G is completed primitive if every 4-edge cut of Γ is
either connected, or has a component consisting of a single vertex.

The simplest completed primitive graph is a 3-cycle of double edges.
There exists no completed primitive graph with four vertices but there is
a unique completed primitive graph with five vertices, the complete graph
K5, and a unique one with six vertices, the octahedron O3 (see figure 4).

Let G be primitive-divergent in φ4. From Euler’s relation for a connected
graph: NG − VG = hG − 1, combined with (1.3), one easily shows that G has
four vertices of degree 3 or two vertices of degree 2. Its completion Γ is defined
to be the graph obtained by adding a new vertex to G, and connecting it
via a single edge to every 3-valent vertex in G, or a double edge to every 2-
valent vertex of G. One shows that the graph Γ is completed primitive. The
following lemma implies that every completed primitive graph arises in this
way (note that two non-isomorphic graphs can have the same completion).
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Lemma 4. Let Γ be a completed primitive graph. Then for any vertex v ∈
Γ, the graph Γ\v is primitive-divergent in φ4 theory.

Proof. See the proof of proposition 2.6 in [20]. �
An immediate consequence of the lemma is that completed primitive

graphs with at least five vertices are simple. The following proposition states
that the period of a primitive divergent graph in φ4 theory only depends on
its completion.

Proposition 5. Let Γ be a completed primitive graph, and let G = Γ\v.
Then the integral (1.5) corresponding to the graph G converges, and the
value of the integral is independent of the choice of vertex v.

Proof. See proposition 2.6 in [20] and Lemma 5.1 and Proposition 5.2 in
[2] for the convergence. Independence of v follows from Theorem 2.7 (5)
in [20]. �

Let Γ be a completed primitive graph. By the previous proposition we
can define the period of Γ to be the real number

(2.1) PΓ = P (Γ\v)

for any vertex v ∈ Γ. Abusively, we denote the loop order �Γ of a completed
primitive graph Γ to be the number of independent cycles in any of its
primitive-divergent graphs Γ\v:

(2.2) �Γ = hΓ\v = VΓ − 2.

The period of the 3-cycle of double edges is 1, PK5 = 6ζ(3), and PO3 =
20ζ(5). For a list of all completed primitive graphs up to loop order 8 and
their known periods see [20].

2.2. The product identity

We say that a completed primitive graph Γ is reducible if there exists a set
of three vertices v1, v2, v3 in Γ such that Γ\{v1, v2, v3} has more than one
connected component; see figure 2. A well-known feature of the period is the
following factorization property.

Proposition 6. Every reducible completed primitive graph Γ is isomorphic
to a graph obtained by gluing two completed primitive graphs Γ1 and Γ2 on
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Figure 2: Vertex-connectivity 3 leads to products of periods.

triangle faces followed by the removal of the triangle edges (see figure 2).
The period of Γ is the product of the periods of Γ1 and Γ2,

(2.3) PΓ = PΓ1PΓ2 .

Proof. See Theorem 2.10 in [20] or Section 3.4 in [5]. �

Note that the above gluing operation is not defined for all pairs of graphs,
since not all completed primitive graphs contain triangles. Let us define

G = 〈Γ,∪〉

to be the free commutative monoid generated by completed primitive graphs
Γ (with multiplication denoted by ∪), and let

G0 = G/(Γ red. ∼ Γ1 ∪ Γ2)

be the quotient by the equivalence relation generated by identifying a redu-
cible completed primitive graph Γ with the union of its components.

Corollary 7. The period gives a well-defined multiplicative map

P : G0 −→ R+.

Remark 8. There exist two other known identities on periods: the twist
identity [20] and the (rather rare) Fourier identity [3]. It turns out that
these are often subsumed by the double-triangle relation (below) at low loop
orders and therefore we shall not include them in the present set-up.

There are no presently known identities on periods which relate a non-
trivial linear combination of graphs.
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Figure 3: Double-triangle reduction: replace a joint vertex of two attached
triangles by a crossing.

Figure 4: Quasi-constant φ4-graphs with their c2-invariants. The ancestor
of O3 is K5, the ancestor of P6,3 is K2

5 . The graphs K5, K4,4, P7,8, P7,9,
C9
1,3, C10

1,4 are the smallest examples of ancestors with their c2-invariant.
The names of the graphs are taken from [20] and z• is defined in (5.1).

2.3. Double-triangle reduction

The double-triangle reduction is defined as follows.

Definition 9. Assume a graph Γ has an edge ab that is the common edge of
(exactly) two triangles (abc) and (abd), c �= d. The double-triangle reduced
graph is defined to be the graph in which the vertex b is replaced by a crossing
with edge cd as depicted in figure 3.

A double-triangle reduced graph is completed primitive if and only if
the original graph is completed primitive (the non-trivial direction of this
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statement is Proposition 2.19 in [20]). Let us define

G1 = G0/∼dt,

where ∼dt is the equivalence relation generated by Γ1 ∼dt Γ2 if Γ1 and Γ2
are linked by a double-triangle reduction.

Note that double-triangle reduction does not preserve the period, but
does respect the c2-invariant, as we shall see below. We define the family of
a completed primitive graph Γ to be its equivalence class in G1.

2.4. The ancestor of a family

Every family has a unique smallest member in G0, which we call its ancestor.
Definition 10. A disjoint union of completed primitive graphs is an ances-
tor if none of its components can be reduced by the product or double triangle.
An ancestor is prime if it is connected.

Theorem 11. Every family has a unique ancestor.

Proof. Proposition 2.21 and Proposition 2.22 of [20]. �
The graph O3 is in the family of the prime ancestor K5.

Remark 12. By combining the results of [6, 9], we deduce that the piece
of maximal (generic) Hodge-theoretic weight of the cohomology of the graph
hypersurface is invariant under double- triangle reduction. In particular, a
graph has ‘weight drop’ in the sense of [9] if and only if its double-triangle
reductions do also.

3. Counting points over finite fields

Let q = pn, where p is a prime number, and let Fq denote the finite field
with q elements. If G is a graph with NG edges, let

(3.1) [XG]q = |{x ∈ FNG
q : ΨG(x) = 0}|

denote the number of points of the affine graph hypersurface XG(Fq). If G
has at least three vertices then

0 ≡ [XG]q mod q2

by ([7], Proposition-Definition 18). This motivates the following definition
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Definition 13. For a graph G with at least three vertices, the c2-invariant
is the map which associates to every prime power q the following element of
Z/qZ:

(3.2) c2(G)q ≡ [XG]q/q2 mod q.

The c2-invariant should be thought of as a combinatorial version of the
period of a graph, and carries the salient qualitative information about the
arithmetic nature of the period (see Conjecture 2).

3.1. Properties of the c2-invariant

Because graphs with isomorphic completions are proved to have the same
period, Conjecture 2 implies that the c2-invariant only depends on the
completion class of a graph.

Conjecture 14 ([7], Conjectures 4 and 35). The c2-invariants of primitive-
divergent graphs which have isomorphic completions are equal
modulo q.

By proposition 5, Conjecture 14 follows from Conjecture 2. Conjecture
14 has been verified for many families, but although it seems much more
tractable than Conjecture 2 it is still unproved at present. Nonetheless, we
shall assume Conjecture 14 to be true throughout the remainder of this
paper. Thus, we shall assume that the c2-invariant lifts to the completed
primitive graph Γ and we will use the notation

(3.3) c2[Γ]q ≡ c2(Γ− v)q mod q

to avoid any possible confusion with c2(Γ)q (which we shall never consider
for completed graphs in this paper).

Remark 15. Using the techniques of [8,9] and performing double-triangle
reductions ‘at infinity’, one can presumably show that the previous conjecture
is true for a family if and only if it is true for the prime ancestor of that
family.

Every completed primitive graph with at least five vertices has a
c2-invariant and the first two examples are

(3.4) c2[K5]q ≡ c2[O3]q ≡ −1 mod q.
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If G is uncompleted then in general c2(G)q vanishes mod q for graphs
G with vertex-connectivity ≤2 (Proposition 31 in [7]). Reducible completed
primitive graphs have vertex-connectivity 3. Hence, the removal of one
of the three connecting vertices provides a primitive graph with vanishing
c2-invariant.

Proposition 16 assuming Conjecture 14. The c2-invariants of redu-
cible completed primitive graphs vanish modulo q.

The c2-invariant is invariant under double-triangle reductions.

Proposition 17 assuming Conjecture 14. If a completed primitive
graph Γ1 can be double triangle reduced to Γ2 then c2[Γ1]q ≡ c2[Γ2]q mod q.

Proof. Because of (3.4) we can assume that Γ1 has at least seven vertices.
Hence Γ1 has a vertex that is not involved in the double-triangle reduction.
We remove this vertex to obtain a primitive-divergent graph G which can
be double triangle reduced. By Cor. 34 in [7] the c2-invariant is unaffected
by the double-triangle reduction. Upon completion of the reduced graph we
obtain Γ2. �

These two propositions prove that the c2-invariant factors through G1.

Theorem 18 assuming Conjecture 14. All completed primitive graphs
in a family have the same c2-invariant. The c2-invariant vanishes modulo q
if the ancestor of the family is not prime.

Thus, assuming Conjecture 14, the number of c2-invariants is at most
the number of prime ancestors at a given loop order.

Table 2 shows that there are a total of 284 prime ancestors up to loop
order 10. These give a complete list of c2-invariants from φ4 theory up to
loop order 10 (assuming conjecture 14).

3.2. Constant c2-invariants

There are various families of (uncompleted) graphs for which the c2-invariant
is known. In [7] it was proven that any graph of vertex-width at most 3 has
a polynomial point-count. In particular,

Theorem 19 [7]. Let G be a graph of vertex-width ≤ 3. Then the
c2-invariant is constant: c2(G)q ≡ c mod q for some constant c ∈ Z.
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Table 2: The number of completed primitive graphs and prime ancestors up
to 10 loops.

Loop order Comp. prim. graphs Prime ancestors
3 1 1
4 1 0
5 2 0
6 5 1
7 14 4
8 49 10
9 227 37
10 1 354 231

In [8] it was shown that any graph in φ4 theory which is not primitive,
i.e., containing a non-trivial subdivergence, has vanishing c2-invariant.

Theorem 20. Let G be a log-divergent graph in φ4 theory. Then if G has
a strict subgraph γ such that 2hγ ≥ Nγ, it satisfies c2(G)q ≡ 0 mod q.

Due to renormalization, and more specifically, the addition of counter-
terms, the connection between the c2-invariant and the period is more com-
plicated in the subdivergent case. Even in ‘symmetric’ cases where one can
associate canonical periods to graphs with subdivergences it is not proved
that their periods have weight drop. However, examples (see e.g. Equa-
tion (5.12) in [17]) and some indirect arguments suggest that suitably defined
periods of subdivergent graphs should have a double weight drop.

There are several other combinatorial criteria for a graph to have
vanishing c2-invariant which are discussed in [9].

3.3. Modularity

We are mainly interested in graphs whose c2-invariant is congruent modulo
p to the Fourier coefficients of a modular form.

Definition 21. A completed primitive graph Γ is modular if there exists a
normalized Hecke eigenform f for a congruence subgroup of SL2(Z), possibly
with a non-trivial Dirichlet-character, with an integral Fourier expansion

(3.5) f(τ) =
∞∑

k=0

akq
k, q = exp(2πiτ), ak ∈ Z,
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such that the c2-invariant modulo p satisfies

(3.6) c2[Γ]p ≡ −ap mod p

for all primes p.

For simplicity, we only consider point counts over fields with prime num-
bers of elements p, rather than the more general case of prime powers
q, because the latter can involve quadratic residue symbols, which vanish
modulo p (this is the case for the graph P8,37, whose modularity was proved
in [7]). Note that it is expected, but not known in general, whether a mod-
ular form of the type considered in Definition 21 is uniquely defined by its
coefficients ap modulo p for all primes p.

4. Denominator reduction

Although the c2-invariant appears to be the most complicated part of the
graph hypersurface point-count, the method of denominator reduction
provides a tool to access precisely this part of the point-count [7].

4.1. Matrix representation

We recall some basic results from [5]. We will use the following matrix rep-
resentation for the graph polynomial.

Choose an orientation of the edges of G, and for every edge e and vertex
v of G, define the incidence matrix:

(4.1) (EG)e,v =

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩
1, if the edge e begins at v and does not end at v,

−1, if the edge e ends at v and does not begin at v,

0, otherwise.

Let A be the diagonal matrix with entries xe, for e ∈ E(G), the set of edges
of G, and set

(4.2) M̃G =

⎛
⎝ A EG

−ET
G 0

⎞
⎠

where the first eG rows and columns are indexed by E(G), and the remain-
ing vG rows and columns are indexed by the set of vertices of G, in some
order. The matrix M̃G has corank ≥ 1. Choose any vertex of G and let MG
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denote the square (NG + VG − 1)× (NG + VG − 1) matrix obtained from it
by deleting the row and column indexed by this vertex.

It follows from the matrix-tree theorem that the graph polynomial
satisfies

(4.3) ΨG = det(MG).

4.2. The five-invariant

Let I, J, K be subsets of the set of edges of G which satisfy |I| = |J |. Let
MG(I, J)K denote the matrix obtained fromMG by removing the rows (resp.
columns) indexed by the set I (resp. J) and setting xe = 0 for all e ∈ K. Let

(4.4) ΨI,J
G,K = detMG(I, J)K .

Now let i, j, k, l, m denote any five distinct edges in a graph G. The five-
invariant of these edges, denoted 5ΨG(i, j, k, l, m) is defined up to a sign,
and is given by the determinant

(4.5) 5ΨG(i, j, k, l, m) = ±det
⎛
⎝ Ψij,kl

G,m Ψik,jl
G,m

Ψijm,klm
G Ψikm,jlm

G

⎞
⎠ .

It is well-defined, i.e., permuting the five indices i, j, k, l, m only modifies the
right-hand side by a sign. In general, the 5-invariant is irreducible of degree
2 in each variable xe. However, in many cases it factorizes into a product of
polynomials each of which is linear in a variable x6. In this case, denominator
reduction allows us to further eliminate variables by taking resultants.

4.3. Reduction algorithm

Given a graph G and an ordering e1, . . . , eNG
on its edges, we can extract a

sequence of higher invariants (each defined up to a sign) as follows. Define
D5

G(e1, . . . , e5) =
5ΨG(e1, . . . , e5). Let n ≥ 5 and suppose that we have

defined Dn
G(e1, . . . , en). Suppose furthermore that Dn

G(e1, . . . , en) factorizes
into a product of linear factors in xn+1, i.e., it is of the form (axn+1 +
b)(cxn+1 + d). Then we define

(4.6) Dn+1
G (e1, . . . , en+1) = ±(ad− bc),
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to be the resultant of the two factors of Dn
G(e1, . . . , en) with respect to xn+1.

A graph G for which the polynomials Dn
G(e1, . . . , en) can be defined for all

n is called denominator-reducible.
One can prove, as for the 5-invariant, that Dn

G(e1, . . . , en) does not
depend on the order of reduction of the variables, although it may happen
that the intermediate terms Dk

G(ei1 , . . . , eik
) may factorize for some choices

of orderings and not others.
Denominator reduction is connected to the c2-invariant by the following

theorem (Theorem 29 in [7] or Equation (2.33) in [21]):

Theorem 22. Let G be a connected graph with NG ≥ 5 edges and hG ≤
NG/2 independent cycles. Suppose that Dn

G(e1, . . . , en) is the result of the
denominator reduction after n < NG steps. Then

(4.7) c2(G)q ≡ (−1)n[Dn
G(e1, . . . , en)]q mod q.

For general graphs above a certain loop order and any ordering on their
edges, there will come a point where Dn

G(e1, . . . , en) is irreducible (typi-
cally for n = 5). Thus, the generic graph is not denominator reducible. The
c2-invariant of a graph G vanishes if hG < NG/2 (Cor. 2.10 in [21]).

5. Results

Up to loop order 10 we have a total of 284 prime ancestors (see table 2).
With the first 6 primes (whose product is 30030) we can distinguish 145
c2-invariants, which are listed in tables 7 and 8 at the end of this section.
For the 16 prime ancestors up to loop order 8 we have determined the c2-
invariant for at least the first 26 primes; for the 37 graphs at loop order 9
the c2-invariant is known for at least the first 12 primes (see table 6). At
loop order 10 we evaluated the c2-invariant for many graphs for p = 17 and
beyond without resolving any more c2-invariants. Therefore we expect that
the total number of c2-invariants up to loop order 10 does not significantly
exceed 145. Although a few of the many identities among c2-invariants are
explained by twist and Fourier identities (see Section 2) most do not seem
to follow from any known identities.

We found three types of c2-invariants: quasi-constant, modular, and
unidentified sequences.
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5.1. Quasi-constant graphs

Definition 23. A completed primitive graph G is quasi-constant (quasi c)
if there exists an m ∈ N+ such that c2(G)pmn ≡ c mod pmn for almost all
primes p and all n ∈ N+.

For k ≥ 2, consider the following residue symbol, denoted zk, which
depends on the number of kth roots of unity in Fq,

(5.1) zk(q) =

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩
1 if #{x ∈ Fq : xk = 1} = k,

0 if gcd(k, q) > 1,
−1 otherwise.

It is a quasi-constant (quasi 1). There is an abundance of quasi −1
c2-invariants, which is partly explained by denominator reduction,
Theorem 22.

Lemma 24. Let G be a graph with NG = 2hG, which is denominator redu-
cible up to the penultimate stage: i.e., there exists a sequence on the edges
of G such that DNG−2

G is defined. Then c2(G)q is either 0 or quasi −1.

Proof. Theorem 22 is proved in [7] by iteratively taking resultants which (if
non-zero) factorize into terms which are linear in the next variable. At each
step the degree of the resultant goes down by one. Because we start with D5

G

which has degree NG − 5 we observe that Dn
G is either zero or of degree NG −

n. If DNG−2
G = 0 then the c2-invariant vanishes mod q. Otherwise DNG−2

G is a
homogeneous quadratic polynomial in two variables with integer coefficients
and defines a hypersurface V of degree two in affine space A2. Let Vq denote
its reduction in F2q . If DNG−2

G is a perfect square then V is a double line and
Vq is either isomorphic to Fq or — if DNG−2

G vanishes mod q — to F2q . In
both cases the c2-invariant vanishes mod q. Now we assume that DNG−2

G is
not a perfect square. Let Δ ∈ Z× be the discriminant of DNG−2

G . For every
prime p not dividing Δ and every n ∈ N+, Δ is a non-zero square in Fp2n and
Vp2n is isomorphic to a union of two lines meeting at a point. Thus |Vp2n | =
|Fp2n |+ |Fp2n | − |pt| = 2p2n − 1, which makes the c2-invariant quasi −1. �

The graphs satisfying the conditions of the lemma have the property
that the maximal weight-graded piece of the graph cohomology is one-
dimensional and spanned by the Feynman differential form (see [6]).

For φ4 graphs we observe that up to loop order 6 all c2-invariants are
in fact constant, equal to 0 or −1. At loop order 7 all new c2-invariants
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are quasi-constant, equal to −z2 or −z3. The only other quasi-constant
c2-invariant first appears at loop order 8, and equals −z4. No new quasi-
constant c2-invariants were found at loop orders 9 and 10, which leads us
to conjecture that this list is complete. Note that the cases z2, z3, z4 become
quasi-constant after excluding the prime 2, or by adjoining 3rd and 4th
roots of unity, respectively. These are precisely the extensions of Q by roots
of unity which are trivial or quadratic. Thus the conjecture is partly sup-
ported by the previous lemma, which only involves quadratic extensions.

Note, however, that for many quasi-constant graphs an edge ordering
that leads to DNG−2

G is not known. Furthermore, there is not a single graph
with c2 = −z3 or −z4 whose period is known. What we do have is the con-
jectured period of two completed primitive graphs at loop order 7 (graphs
P7,8 and P7,9 in [20]) with c2-invariant −z2. They are weight 11 multiple
zeta values, namely [4]

P7,8 =
22383
20

ζ(11)− 4572
5

[ζ(3)ζ(3, 5)− ζ(3, 5, 3)]− 700ζ(3)2ζ(5)(5.2)

+ 1792ζ(3)
[
27
80

ζ(3, 5) +
45
64

ζ(5)ζ(3)− 261
320

ζ(8)
]
and

P7,9 =
92943
160

ζ(11)− 3381
20

[ζ(3)ζ(3, 5)− ζ(3, 5, 3)]− 1155
4

ζ(3)2ζ(5)(5.3)

+ 896ζ(3)
[
27
80

ζ(3, 5) +
45
64

ζ(5)ζ(3)− 261
320

ζ(8)
]

.

To summarize the results for quasi-constant graphs, the 10 loop data are
consistent with the following, rather surprising, conjecture.

Conjecture 25. If a completed primitive graph Γ is quasi-constant then
its c2-invariant is 0, −1, −z2, −z3, or −z4 [see (5.1)].

If c2[Γ]q ≡ −1 mod q then the ancestor of Γ is K5.

The second part of the conjecture broadly states that primitive φ4 graphs
fall into three categories: the weight-drop graphs with c2-invariant 0, compli-
cated graphs, which have non-polynomial point counts (whose prime ances-
tors have at least 7 loops), and a single family of graphs whose ancestor is
K5. The last category has many distinguished combinatorial properties.

5.2. Modular graphs

The first modular graphs (see Defn. 21) appear at loop order 8. In fact all
four non quasi-constant graphs at loop order 8 are modular with respect to
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Figure 5: The 16 modular φ4 graphs up to loop order 10. The numbers
beneath the figures refer to the (weight, level) of the corresponding modular
form.

the newforms with weight and level equal to (3, 7), (3, 8), (4, 5) and (6, 3).
The graphs are depicted in figure 5. At loop order 9 we are able to iden-
tify another seven modular graphs whereas at loop order 10 we find only
five new modular sequences. All modular graphs were found to have very
small levels (≤17, see table 1). A search for much higher levels did not
provide any new fits. Nine out of the 16 modular graphs correspond to
products of the Dedekind η-function (see table 3 and [24]). All modular c2-
invariants are confirmed for at least the first 11 primes (whose product is
∼2× 1011).
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Table 3: Newforms f(z) from table 1 which are expressible as products of
the Dedekind η-function.

Weight Level Modular form
2 11 η(z)2η(11z)2

2 14 η(z)η(2z)η(7z)η(14z)
2 15 η(z)η(3z)η(5z)η(15z)
3 7 η(z)3η(7z)3

3 8 η(z)2η(2z)η(4z)η(8z)2

3 12 η(2z)3η(6z)3

4 5 η(z)4η(5z)4

4 6 η(z)2η(2z)2η(3z)2η(6z)2

5 4 η(z)4η(2z)2η(4z)4

6 3 η(z)6η(3z)6

6 4 η(2z)12

8 2 η(z)8η(2z)8

An unexpected observation is the absence of weight 2.

Conjecture 26. If a completed primitive graph is modular with respect to
the modular form f then the weight of f is ≥3.

In particular, φ4 point-counts are conjecturally not of general type (com-
pare the main theorem of [1]). In support of this conjecture, we find by
computation that any counter-example Γ with ≤10 loops, would have to
correspond to a modular form of weight 2 and level ≥1200.

5.3. Unidentified graphs

The first unidentified c2-invariants appear at loop order 9 where 10 sequences
cannot be associated to quasi-constants or modular forms. At loop order
10, there are 114 as yet unidentified sequences out of 231 prime ancestors.
Because modular c2-invariants appear to have low levels it is reasonable
to expect that the unidentified sequences are not modular with respect to
congruence subgroups of SL2(Z).
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Table 4: All non-zero c2-invariants of ‘log divergent’ graphs (graphs for
which the number of edges equals twice the number of loops) up to 9 loops.
The functions z• are defined in (5.1), y5 is defined in (5.5), (weight, level)
refer to modular forms, and i• refers to an unidentified sequence listed in
table 8. iφ>4 refers to unidentified sequences in non-φ4 graphs.

−c2 loop order � = −c2 � = −c2 � =
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 9

1 1 1 2 7 42 393 4698 (3,12) 0 8 i53 11
z2 0 0 0 0 5 49 763 (4,5) 3 73 i81 6
z3 0 0 0 0 1 19 375 (4,6) 0 36 i87 5
z4 0 0 0 0 0 1 15 (4,7) 0 5 i104 1
y5 0 0 0 0 0 1 34 (4,13) 0 8 i106 6
(2,11) 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 (4,17) 0 2 i110 10
(2,14) 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 (5,4) 0 29 i121 6
(2,15) 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 (6,3) 1 7 i125 6
(3,7) 0 0 0 0 0 6 133 (6,4) 0 3 i132 11
(3,8) 0 0 0 0 0 4 81 (6,7) 0 10 i141 6
(3,11) 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 (7,3) 0 3 iφ>4 15

The most accessible unidentified sequences are those for which the
denominator reduction algorithm continues for as long as possible, and
provides homogeneous polynomials of degree 7 in seven variables. In table 5
we list −c2 for the first 50 primes for the eight graphs which fall into this
class. The graphs are depicted in figure 6.

Using the rescaling technique presented in [21] we were able to reduce the
c2-invariant of the unidentified sequence i101 one step further to a projective
4-fold of degree 6. It is given explicitly by the homogeneous polynomial

(5.4) AB + x22(x4 + x5)2x5x6 + Cx25x6,

where

A = (x2 + x5)(x3 + x6)x4 + x2x3x5 + x2x3x6 + x2x5x6 + x3x5x6,

B = x1(x1x3 + x3x4 + x3x6 − x2x4 − x2x5 − x5x6),
C = (x4 + x6)(x2x4 + x2x5 − x2x3 − x3x4 − x3x6 − x4x6).

The c2-invariant for this sequence is listed as i101 in table 5 for the first 100
primes. Remarkably, i101(p) is a square in Fp if and only if p �≡ −1 mod 12.
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Table 5: The 8 most accessible unidentified sequences (see figure 6). We list
−c2[Γ]p for the first 50 primes and for the first 100 primes in case of i101.

p i53 i70 i81 i101 i110 i121 i132 i145 p i101
2 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 233 232
3 1 1 2 0 0 1 2 2 239 179
5 1 4 2 1 4 3 1 4 241 196
7 4 2 2 4 6 3 4 6 251 183
11 6 1 6 6 0 10 1 9 257 135
13 6 0 5 9 0 8 0 10 263 94
17 14 7 14 16 9 14 4 8 269 268
19 5 1 10 9 3 1 11 1 271 242
23 15 1 1 17 6 14 6 13 277 210
29 11 10 27 28 24 3 23 17 281 261
31 21 30 16 1 28 9 2 22 283 9
37 23 5 12 30 4 24 13 20 293 240
41 1 28 6 8 17 19 12 4 307 289
43 33 31 15 6 36 10 13 21 311 51
47 33 14 0 11 36 11 6 8 313 108
53 47 8 48 13 46 19 44 14 317 113
59 25 25 11 44 16 8 29 30 331 43
61 40 5 17 42 46 26 14 23 337 100
67 60 22 10 33 24 11 35 54 347 97
71 53 59 30 65 29 33 15 27 349 273
73 46 55 36 64 22 14 2 67 353 334
79 25 68 50 38 72 35 43 14 359 335
83 51 64 8 74 2 15 23 30 367 137
89 65 12 60 88 1 40 0 44 373 179
97 33 78 53 47 89 91 7 10 379 263
101 1 80 34 52 31 48 76 83 383 310
103 33 63 25 60 58 16 71 76 389 176
107 45 12 50 17 49 21 45 83 397 136
109 42 38 34 82 56 5 24 43 401 36
113 40 38 72 102 56 39 1 0 409 377
127 62 19 61 115 30 45 43 18 419 314
131 8 96 69 37 3 104 99 97 421 51

(Continued)
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Table 5: Continued.

p i53 i70 i81 i101 i110 i121 i132 i145 p i101
137 125 72 0 136 61 10 7 43 431 370
139 65 48 61 89 113 20 137 29 433 104
149 86 102 131 37 70 148 132 108 439 182
151 24 9 127 40 79 30 59 21 443 76
157 155 124 107 109 120 135 100 70 449 161
163 99 34 60 38 88 46 39 158 457 238
167 22 117 134 95 60 60 2 37 461 39
173 56 85 75 157 21 73 23 55 463 388
179 4 37 122 32 173 46 132 42 467 234
181 91 33 23 75 1 24 65 90 479 325
191 53 46 45 55 136 115 4 170 487 412
193 92 31 175 98 155 126 29 156 491 343
197 39 170 68 97 185 132 23 56 499 431
199 174 126 121 178 158 133 5 173 503 5
211 8 33 182 53 189 176 146 90 509 429
223 1 119 110 175 37 216 41 184 521 169
227 183 199 105 52 224 110 70 37 523 263
229 115 20 63 9 225 94 181 71 541 412

Figure 6: Eight graphs with readily accessible but as-yet unidentified c2-
invariants. Their point-counts mod p for the first 50 primes are listed in
table 5
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Figure 7: Non-φ4 graphs that are quasi-constant (−y5, see Eq. (5.5)) or
modular with subscript (weight, level). Note that all graphs have a non-φ4

(5-valent) vertex.

5.4. Non-φ4 graphs

Since denominator reduction Theorem 22 applies to any connected graph G
satisfying NG = 2hG, we can also study the c2-invariants of graphs which are
not necessarily in φ4 theory (i.e., which have a vertex of degree ≥5). The con-
dition NG = 2hG means that these graphs are superficially log divergent. If,
furthermore, they are free of subdivergences (1.4), they are primitive diver-
gent and have a convergent period (1.5). Note that there is no completion
conjecture for the c2-invariants of non-φ4 graphs.

Because the presence of a vertex of degree ≤2 causes the c2-invariant
to vanish by Lemma 17 (10) in [7] we may restrict ourselves to graphs with
minimum vertex degree ≥3. All 23 graphs of this type up to loop order 6 have
≤12 edges and hence constant c2-invariant by the work of Stembridge [23].
We find that 11 of the c2-invariants are −1 whereas all others are 0.

At loop order 7 we have 133 graphs. There are no new c2-invariants in
the sense that they already occur in φ4.

Among the 1352 graphs at 8 loops there is the first non-φ4 c2-invariant.
Its graph G5 is drawn in figure 7. It satisfies c2(G5)q ≡ −y5 mod q, where

(5.5) y5 = #{x ∈ Fq : x2 + x− 1 = 0} − 1

and has been verified for the first 50 primes.
At loop order 9, we find modular forms of type (weight, level) equal to

(2, 11), (2, 14), (2, 15) (see table 1) which do not occur in φ4 theory. We
also obtain a newform of weight 3 and level 11 which is absent in φ4-theory
up to loop order 10. Moreover, we find the two modular forms of weight 4,
level 7 and weight 4, level 17 which occur in φ4 at 10 loops. These modular
c2-invariants are confirmed for at least 11 primes. Finally, the c2-invariant
of 15 graphs give 7 new unidentified sequences which we do not list here.
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Table 6: List of all φ4 prime ancestors up to loop order 9 and their c2-
invariants for the first 12 primes. The names of the graphs are taken from
[20], the graphs of loop order 9 are only available in [19]. −c2 is either 1, 0
z2, z3, z4, (see Eq. (5.1)), modular with (weight, level), or an unidentified
sequence from table 8.

graph −c2(p) p =
2 3 5 7 11 13 17 19 23 29 31 37

P3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
P6,4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
P7,8 z2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
P7,9 z2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
P7,10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
P7,11 z3 1 0 4 1 10 1 16 1 22 28 1 1
P8,32 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
P8,33 z3 1 0 4 1 10 1 16 1 22 28 1 1
P8,34 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
P8,35 z2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
P8,36 z3 1 0 4 1 10 1 16 1 22 28 1 1
P8,37 (3, 7) 1 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 18 4 0 36
P8,38 (4, 5) 0 2 0 6 10 1 9 5 14 8 16 7
P8,39 (3, 8) 0 1 0 0 3 0 2 4 0 0 0 0
P8,40 z4 0 2 1 6 10 1 1 18 22 1 30 1
P8,41 (6, 3) 0 0 1 2 8 1 15 14 11 27 29 32
P9,154 z2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
P9,155 (3, 7) 1 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 18 4 0 36
P9,156 z2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
P9,157 (3, 12) 0 0 0 2 0 4 0 7 0 0 16 26
P9,158 (3, 8) 0 1 0 0 3 0 2 4 0 0 0 0
P9,159 z2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
P9,160 (3, 8) 0 1 0 0 3 0 2 4 0 0 0 0
P9,161 (5, 4) 0 0 1 0 0 9 16 0 0 24 0 16
P9,162 (4, 5) 0 2 0 6 10 1 9 5 14 8 16 7
P9,163 (4, 5) 0 2 0 6 10 1 9 5 14 8 16 7
P9,164 (3, 7) 1 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 18 4 0 36
P9,165 i132 1 2 1 4 1 0 4 11 6 23 2 13

(Continued)
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Table 6: Continued.

graph −c2(p) p =
2 3 5 7 11 13 17 19 23 29 31 37

P9,166 (4, 6) 0 0 1 5 1 12 10 1 7 1 5 32
P9,167 (4, 13) 1 2 3 1 7 0 9 7 19 5 10 17
P9,168 (3, 8) 0 1 0 0 3 0 2 4 0 0 0 0
P9,169 i53 0 1 1 4 6 6 14 5 15 11 21 23
P9,170 (5, 4) 0 0 1 0 0 9 16 0 0 24 0 16
P9,171 (4, 6) 0 0 1 5 1 12 10 1 7 1 5 32
P9,172 (4, 6) 0 0 1 5 1 12 10 1 7 1 5 32
P9,173 (6, 7) 0 1 4 0 1 3 12 16 7 25 13 36
P9,174 (4, 6) 0 0 1 5 1 12 10 1 7 1 5 32
P9,175 (4, 5) 0 2 0 6 10 1 9 5 14 8 16 7
P9,176 (6, 7) 0 1 4 0 1 3 12 16 7 25 13 36
P9,177 i141 1 2 3 3 0 9 0 1 4 6 18 15
P9,178 i125 1 2 0 2 6 5 14 12 20 18 6 12
P9,179 (6, 3) 0 0 1 2 8 1 15 14 11 27 29 32
P9,180 i121 1 1 3 3 10 8 14 1 14 3 9 24
P9,181 i106 1 0 3 3 8 8 13 11 6 11 25 33
P9,182 i81 0 2 2 2 6 5 14 10 1 27 16 12
P9,183 (5, 4) 0 0 1 0 0 9 16 0 0 24 0 16
P9,184 i110 1 0 4 6 0 0 9 3 6 24 28 4
P9,185 (5, 4) 0 0 1 0 0 9 16 0 0 24 0 16
P9,186 i87 0 2 3 1 1 8 9 15 12 1 18 26
P9,187 i110 1 0 4 6 0 0 9 3 6 24 28 4
P9,188 (7, 3) 0 0 0 1 0 12 0 1 0 0 4 1
P9,189 (6, 4) 0 0 4 3 1 11 16 0 13 15 9 35
P9,190 i104 1 0 2 6 1 9 2 9 8 9 28 18

6. Methods

We used B.D. McKay’s nauty to generate graphs [16], and Sage [18] to
generate modular forms (supplemented by comprehensive tables in weights
2, 4, 6 which can be found in [15]). The first reduction to prime ances-
tors reduces the total number of graphs to be considered from 1354 to
231 in the case of φ4 theory at 10 loops. This assumes the completion
conjecture 14.
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Table 7: List of identified φ4 c2-invariants up to loop order 10 together with
the number of their prime ancestors. The first five c2-invariants are quasi-
constant, i6 to i21 are modular with (weight, level). There are no prime
ancestors with 1, 2, 4, or 5 loops.

−c2(p) p = loop order � =
no. 2 3 5 7 11 13 3 6 7 8 9 10
i1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
i2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 3
i3 z2 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 2 1 3 2
i4 z3 1 0 4 1 10 1 0 0 1 2 0 1
i5 z4 0 2 1 6 10 1 0 0 0 1 0 3
i6 (3,7) 1 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 1 2 0
i7 (3,8) 0 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 3 5
i8 (3,12) 0 0 0 2 0 4 0 0 0 0 1 1
i9 (4,5) 0 2 0 6 10 1 0 0 0 1 3 4
i10 (4,6) 0 0 1 5 1 12 0 0 0 0 4 2
i11 (4,7) 1 1 1 0 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 3
i12 (4,13) 1 2 3 1 7 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
i13 (4,17) 1 1 1 0 9 7 0 0 0 0 0 4
i14 (5,4) 0 0 1 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 4 6
i15 (6,3) 0 0 1 2 8 1 0 0 0 1 1 6
i16 (6,4) 0 0 4 3 1 11 0 0 0 0 1 7
i17 (6,7) 0 1 4 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 2 4
i18 (6,10) 0 1 0 6 2 6 0 0 0 0 0 1
i19 (7,3) 0 0 0 1 0 12 0 0 0 0 1 1
i20 (8,2) 0 0 0 1 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 6
i21 (8,5) 0 0 0 1 7 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

The denominator reduction then reduces the c2-invariant of each (uncom-
pleted) graph to the point-count of a hypersurface of smaller degree, as
follows. Primitive-divergent φ4 graphs with at least five vertices have at least
two three-valent vertices with no common edge joining them. If we choose
the first 6 edges e1, . . . , e6 to contain these two three-valent vertices then one
can show [5] that D5 and D6 necessarily factorize. Therefore for φ4 graphs
we can always apply denominator reduction twice to reduce the number of
variables by 7. Since D7 is homogeneous, we can eliminate a further variable
with the effect that at 10 loops we have to count the zeros of a polynomial in
at most 12 variables. A further variable can effectively be eliminated using
the fact that D7 is quadratic in every variable and by computing tables of
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Table 8: List of −c2 for all unidentified c2-invariants up to loop order 10
with the number of their prime ancestors.

p = � = p = � =
no. 2 3 5 7 11 13 9 10 no. 2 3 5 7 11 13 9 10
i22 0 0 0 1 9 2 0 1 i54 0 1 1 5 6 3 0 1
i23 0 0 0 2 6 7 0 1 i55 0 1 1 6 0 5 0 1
i24 0 0 0 4 5 3 0 1 i56 0 1 1 6 2 0 0 1
i25 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 i57 0 1 2 1 9 2 0 1
i26 0 0 1 0 7 7 0 1 i58 0 1 2 2 9 12 0 1
i27 0 0 1 2 3 2 0 1 i59 0 1 2 3 4 10 0 1
i28 0 0 1 2 6 5 0 3 i60 0 1 2 4 7 1 0 1
i29 0 0 1 4 6 10 0 1 i61 0 1 3 1 0 11 0 1
i30 0 0 1 5 6 5 0 3 i62 0 1 3 1 1 9 0 1
i31 0 0 2 2 5 12 0 1 i63 0 1 3 2 9 1 0 1
i32 0 0 2 5 2 9 0 1 i64 0 1 3 3 2 10 0 1
i33 0 0 2 5 9 11 0 1 i65 0 1 3 4 8 4 0 4
i34 0 0 2 6 4 0 0 1 i66 0 1 3 5 0 12 0 1
i35 0 0 2 6 10 0 0 1 i67 0 1 3 5 6 9 0 1
i36 0 0 3 0 9 3 0 2 i68 0 1 3 5 8 9 0 1
i37 0 0 3 2 1 2 0 2 i69 0 1 4 1 4 0 0 1
i38 0 0 3 2 8 11 0 1 i70 0 1 4 2 1 0 0 3
i39 0 0 3 3 2 10 0 1 i71 0 1 4 2 7 11 0 1
i40 0 0 4 1 0 9 0 2 i72 0 1 4 3 0 8 0 1
i41 0 0 4 2 2 8 0 1 i73 0 1 4 5 5 7 0 1
i42 0 0 4 2 9 11 0 1 i74 0 2 0 0 1 8 0 1
i43 0 0 4 3 0 11 0 1 i75 0 2 0 0 6 4 0 1
i44 0 1 0 0 2 4 0 1 i76 0 2 0 0 9 2 0 1
i45 0 1 0 1 4 5 0 1 i77 0 2 0 5 2 5 0 1
i46 0 1 0 2 1 9 0 1 i78 0 2 0 6 2 0 0 1
i47 0 1 0 2 6 9 0 1 i79 0 2 0 6 3 9 0 3
i48 0 1 0 4 0 0 0 2 i80 0 2 2 2 0 9 0 1
i49 0 1 0 4 4 0 0 1 i81 0 2 2 2 6 5 1 2
i50 0 1 1 1 10 0 0 1 i82 0 2 2 3 1 2 0 1
i51 0 1 1 2 0 9 0 1 i83 0 2 2 3 7 2 0 1
i52 0 1 1 2 10 9 0 1 i84 0 2 2 5 6 4 0 1
i53 0 1 1 4 6 6 1 0 i85 0 2 2 6 0 6 0 1

(Continued)
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Table 8: Continued.

p = � = p = � =
no. 2 3 5 7 11 13 9 10 no. 2 3 5 7 11 13 9 10
i86 0 2 3 0 6 5 0 1 i116 1 1 1 5 2 8 0 1
i87 0 2 3 1 1 8 1 3 i117 1 1 2 2 9 7 0 1
i88 0 2 3 3 2 0 0 1 i118 1 1 2 4 0 12 0 3
i89 0 2 4 0 3 3 0 1 i119 1 1 3 1 3 6 0 1
i90 0 2 4 3 4 7 0 3 i120 1 1 3 2 1 12 0 2
i91 0 2 4 4 1 8 0 1 i121 1 1 3 3 10 8 1 5
i92 0 2 4 4 10 12 0 1 i122 1 1 3 6 8 6 0 1
i93 0 2 4 5 1 5 0 1 i123 1 1 4 2 7 10 0 1
i94 0 2 4 6 1 8 0 1 i124 1 1 4 6 0 8 0 1
i95 1 0 0 1 9 7 0 1 i125 1 2 0 2 6 5 1 1
i96 1 0 0 3 6 2 0 1 i126 1 2 0 5 2 0 0 1
i97 1 0 1 2 1 11 0 1 i127 1 2 0 5 5 8 0 1
i98 1 0 1 2 4 9 0 1 i128 1 2 0 5 7 0 0 1
i99 1 0 1 2 8 5 0 1 i129 1 2 1 0 5 10 0 1
i100 1 0 1 2 9 8 0 1 i130 1 2 1 0 10 6 0 1
i101 1 0 1 4 6 9 0 1 i131 1 2 1 2 5 1 0 1
i102 1 0 2 1 10 5 0 1 i132 1 2 1 4 1 0 1 2
i103 1 0 2 3 5 2 0 1 i133 1 2 1 4 3 1 0 2
i104 1 0 2 6 1 9 1 1 i134 1 2 1 6 5 2 0 1
i105 1 0 3 2 2 12 0 4 i135 1 2 1 6 10 8 0 1
i106 1 0 3 3 8 8 1 5 i136 1 2 2 0 0 4 0 3
i107 1 0 4 2 4 12 0 1 i137 1 2 2 3 1 8 0 1
i108 1 0 4 4 1 11 0 1 i138 1 2 2 5 5 2 0 1
i109 1 0 4 5 4 8 0 1 i139 1 2 2 5 6 4 0 1
i110 1 0 4 6 0 0 2 5 i140 1 2 3 3 0 3 0 1
i111 1 1 0 2 9 11 0 1 i141 1 2 3 3 0 9 1 1
i112 1 1 0 6 2 9 0 1 i142 1 2 4 1 3 2 0 1
i113 1 1 0 6 4 1 0 1 i143 1 2 4 5 1 6 0 1
i114 1 1 1 1 1 8 0 5 i144 1 2 4 6 7 9 0 1
i115 1 1 1 4 8 6 0 1 i145 1 2 4 6 9 10 0 2

quadratic residues modulo p. Altogether for the prime 13 we need at 10 loops
a maximum of 1311 ≈ 1.8× 1012 evaluations of typically ∼30 000 monomi-
als to determine c2(G)13. For only 10 out of 231 prime 10 loop ancestors
we did not manage to find more than the minimum number of reductions.
The point-counts for these 10 graphs with primes p = 11 and p = 13 were
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performed at the Erlanger RRZE Cluster using a total computation time of
18 core years. The results are i20 (twice), i24, i34, i49, i60, i64, i75, i78, i85 in
table 8. A further 16 core years were invested in the sequence i49 at prime
17 to rule out an accidental coincidence with a weight 2 modular form of
level 624 for the first 6 primes. Additionally the point-count of the weight 8
level 5 modular graph for the primes 29 and 31 consumed 1 core year on the
RRZE Cluster. For the 9 loop graph P9,190 (see table 6) we evaluated the
point counts of the primes 29, 31, and 37 on the RRZE Cluster in altogether
3 core years. All other computations were performed using an office PC.
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Cauerstr. 11
91058 Erlangen
Germany
E-mail address: schnetz@mi.uni-erlangen.de

Received April 19, 2013





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType true
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


