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LOCAL AND GLOBAL EXISTENCE OF SOLUTIONS TO A
FOURTH-ORDER PARABOLIC EQUATION MODELING KINETIC
ROUGHENING AND COARSENING IN THIN FILMS*

XIANGSHENG XUf

Abstract. In this paper we study both the Cauchy problem and the initial boundary value problem
for the equation dru+div(VAu—g(Vu))=0. This equation has been proposed as a continuum model
for kinetic roughening and coarsening in thin films. In the Cauchy problem, we obtain that local
existence of a weak solution is guaranteed as long as the vector-valued function g is continuous and
the initial datum ug lies in C*(RY) with Vug(z) being uniformly continuous and bounded on RY, and
that the global existence assertion also holds true if we assume that g is locally Lipschitz and satisfies
the growth condition |g(&)| < c|¢|* for some ¢>0,a € (2,3), supgn |Vug| < 0o, and the norm of ug in the

space L( 3=a (RY) is sufficiently small. This is done by exploring various properties of the biharmonic
heat kernel. In the initial boundary value problem, we assume that g is continuous and satisfies the
growth condition |g(&)| < ¢|€|* +c for some ¢, € (0,00). Our investigations reveal that if & <1 we have
global existence of a weak solution, while if 1 <a< % only a local existence theorem can be
established. Our method here is based upon a new interpolation inequality, which may be of interest
in its own right.
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1. Introduction

In this paper we first study the initial boundary value problem for the equation
mentioned in the abstract. Let Q be a bounded domain in RY with boundary 9.
Then the problem can be formulated as follows:

Ou+div(VAu—g(Vu))=0 in Qr=Qx(0,T), (1.1)
Vu-v=0 on X =00 x(0,T), (1.2)
(VAu—g(Vu))-v=0 on X, (1.3)
u(z,0) =ug(x) on Q, (1.4)

where T'>0, v is the unit outward normal to 02, and g is a vector-valued function
from RY to RY. The problem has been proposed by Ortiz et al [12] as a continuum
model for epitaxial thin film growth. In this context, u is the scaled film height. The
term AZu represents the capillarity-driven surface diffusion, while divg(Vu) describes
the upward hopping of atoms. The essential features of the growth of a thin film are
depicted in [12] (see also [15]). There are several stages. First, the mean deviation
of the film profile increases over time, known as roughing. After some initial period,
islands form “explosively” in the substrate, where the number of islands decreases over
time, whereas their size increases, a process called coarsening. Finally, in the long run
the film profile tends to exhibit a constant slope [7].

The model here appears to be very successful in simulating the experimental ob-
servation [7]. Analytical validation of the model has been carried out in [2,7,14] and
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2196 A FOURTH-ORDER PARABOLIC EQUATION

references therein under various assumptions on g. Several function forms have been
suggested for g. For example, one can take

g(&) = (clé*+1)¢.

Here and in what follows the letter ¢ denotes a positive number whose value is either
given or can be theoretically derived from the given data. We refer the reader to [7] for
a discussion on how this type of function can arise from applications. From the point of
view of mathematical analysis, we see that functions of this kind have potentials, i.e.,
there are scalar functions ¢ such that

g=Vo. (1.5)

Then equation (1.1) can be represented as the gradient flow of the functional

B(u) = /Q (;(Au)Q—qb(Vu)) da. (1.6)
That is,

8tu:—(;—f:—div(VAu—g(Vu)). (1.7)
This fact was employed in [2,7] to analyze problem (1.1)-(1.4). The case where g is
not a conservative vector field has been considered in [14]. The method used there is to
transform problem (1.1)-(1.4) to an integral equation, and a solution is then established
via successive approximations. The precise results from [14] are stated in the following
proposition.

ProrosITION 1.1 (A.N. Sandjo, S. Moutari, and Y. Gningue [14]). Assume that g is
smooth with g(0)=0 and Vg(0)=0 and satisfies the condition

|Veg(&1) — V(&) <c(|&]* 24 [&|2)[& — & for some a>2 and ¢> 0.

If 0 is C4, 2<a <3, and ug € LP(Q), where p= Né‘ij) , then the following statements
hold true:

(i) There is a T >0 such that problem (1.1)-(1.4) has a unique classical solution
on Qp. Furthermore, for each § € (0,1) there holds

1—6
sup {W—n V]| weas) +17 ||v2u||p} < o0, (1.8)
0<t<T 25

where ||-||, denotes the norm in LP(Q);

(ii) If ||uollp is sufficiently small, then u ezists for T =oo.

Note that whenever g(&)=¢(£)&, where p(§) is a scalar function, the boundary
condition (1.3) is equivalent to

VAu-v=0 on Y. (1.9)

The objective of this paper is to present a new analytical perspective of the model.
Indeed, our assumptions are much weaker than those in the aforementioned papers.
Our approach to problem (1.1)-(1.4) is based on a new interpolation inequality and a
Gronwall type argument. It is worth poiting out that our method allows for possible
extension to the case where the high order term in equation (1.1) is nonlinear [11]. We
will pursue this possibility in a future study.

Precisely, we only assume:
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(H1) g is continuous and satisfies the growth condition
lg(9)|<cl¢|“+c¢  for some ¢, ae (0,00); (1.10)

(H2) Q is a bounded domain in RY with C?7 boundary for some ~ € (0,1);
(H3) uge WhH2(Q).
Since g is only continuous, we are forced to seek a weak solution.

DEFINITION 1.1.  We say that a function u is a weak solution of problem (1.1)-(1.4)
if:
(D1) we C([0, 7] 2(©) NI2(0,T;W2(2)), Au e T2(0,T;WH2(9), |g(Va) €
LQ(QT);
(D2) Vu-v=0 on Xr and u(x,0)=ug(z) in C([0,T]; L*(Q));
(D3) for each smooth test function n we have

/Qu(x,T)n(x,T)dx - / uo(z)n(xz,0)dx

Q

—/ u@mdmdt—/ (VAu—g(Vu))Vndxdt =0. (1.11)
QT QT

Note that our integrability assumptions in (D1) are sufficient to guarantee that each
term in (D2) and (D3) makes sense. We can now state our main results.

THEOREM 1.1.  Let conditions (H1)-(H3) be satisfied. The following statements hold
true:

(R1) If a <1 then for each T >0 there is a weak solution u to problem (1.1)-(1.4) on
QT:'
(R2) Assume either

N2+42N +4
1<a§% and N >2 (1.12)
or
l<a<3 and N=2. (1.13)

Then there is a positive number Ty determined by the given data such that
problem (1.1)-(1.4) has a weak solution on §r,.

The proof of this theorem will be based on a new interpolation inequality, which
we will introduce in Section 3. As we shall see, the linear structure of the high order
term in equation (1.1) is not essential in our proof, while the approach adopted in [14]
completely depends on this. We believe that our method can be extended to more
general cases.

Next, we consider the Cauchy problem

O+ A*u=divg(Vu) in RY x (0,7), (1.14)
u(z,0)=ug(z) on RV, (1.15)

A weak solution to problem (1.14)- (1.15) is defined as follows:
DEFINITION 1.2.  We say that a function u is a weak solution of problem (1.14)-(1.15)

if:
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(D4) u € C([0,T]; L, (RM)) N L*(0,T5 Wi 2 (RY)), Au € L?(0,T; Wil (RY)), (V)| €

loc

L*((0,7); Ligc (RY));

loc

(D5) u(z,0) =ug(x) in C([0,T]; L}, (RY));
(D6) for each smooth test function n with compact support in the space variables we

have

/RN“(“”T)"W)W / o () (2,0)dz

RN

f/ uamdxdtf/ (VAu—g(Vu))Vndzdt=0.  (1.16)
RN x(0,T) RN x(0,T)

Our results are summarized in the following theorem.

THEOREM 1.2.  Assume that ug € C1(RY) and g is continuous. The following state-
ments hold true:

(R3) If Vug is uniformly continuous and bounded on RN, there is a positive number
T determined by the given data such that problem (1.14)-(1.15) has a weak
solution u on RN x (0,T);

R4) If g is locally Lipschitz and satisfies the growth condition
( g y Lip g
lg(&)] <clg]® for some ¢>0 and 3> a > 2, (1.17)

[V |loo < 00, where ||+ ||, denotes the norm in LP(RYN), and |luol| (o is suf-

ficiently small, then there is a weak solution w to problem (1.14)-(1.15) for
T =o00. Furthermore, there holds

sup |t2<ﬂ1*1> Vu(z,t)| < oco. (1.18)
RN x[0,00)

Of course, in this case Definition 1.2 will have to be modified in an obvious way.

Note that if ug € C*(RY) with lim g o0 [Vuo(2)| =0 then Vug is uniformly contin-
uous on RY. This theorem says that local existence does not depend on the growth
condition on g. We suspect that the same is true in the situation considered in [14].
That is, (i) in Proposition 1.1 can be improved if ug is smooth. We shall leave this to the
interested reader. As for (ii) in the proposition, the difference is that our assumptions
on g are much weaker. This is partly due to the fact that one has classical solutions
in (ii). Nonetheless, Theorem 1.2 here is largely inspired by the results in [14]. We
refer the reader to [9,17] for related work on the finite time blow-up of solutions to
fourth-order nonlinear parabolic equations. See [1,4] and the reference therein for the
case where the lower order term divg(Vu) in equation (1.1) is replaced by |u|? for some
p>1.

The difficulty in analyzing a fourth-order parabolic partial differential equation is
due to the failure of the maximum principle. The technique of a majorizing kernel
developed in [4] does not seem to be applicable to our case. Thus we have not been able
to develop a theory similar to the critical Fujita exponent [4] for our problem.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we collect some prepara-
tory lemmas. Section 3 is devoted to the derivation of a priori estimates for classical
solutions of problem (1.1)-(1.4). This critically depends on the interpolation inequality
we have established. In Section 4, we design an approximation scheme for problem
(1.1)-(1.4). The idea is to suitably transform our fourth-order equation into a system of
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two second-order equations. The advantage of doing this is that approximate solutions
generated are very smooth. As a result, calculations performed in Section 3 remain
valid. The proof of Theorem 1.1 is given in Section 5. We form a sequence of approx-
imate solutions. Enough a priori estimates can be gathered for the sequence to justify
passing to the limit. In the very last section we present the proof of Theorem 1.2. Here
we exploit certain properties of the biharmonic heat kernel.

2. Preliminaries
In this section we collect some useful classical results. The next lemma has played
an important role in our approach.

LEMMA 2.1.  Let y(t) be a non-negative, differentiable function on [0,00) satisfying
the differential inequality

Y () <yt (t)+ez  on [0,00) for some ¢, co € (0,00). (2.1)

Then we have

1
y(t) < Ry -1, (2.2)
(57 +&)eez)]
where vo=y(0)+1.
Proof.  Set

v=y+1. (2.3)

Then we can easily derive from inequality (2.1) that
v <o T 4 e (2.4)

Subtract cov from both sides of the above inequality and divide through the resulting
inequality by v to obtain

(v_o)/—i—ach_”z—cla. (2.5)
Multiply through the inequality by e?¢2* and integrate to get

€7ty —py 7 > _% (e“2t — 1) , (2.6)

from whence the lemma follows. 0

Our global existence assertion in the case of small initial data relies on the following
lemma.

LEMMA 2.2.  Let a,A€(0,00) be given and {b;} a sequence of nonnegative numbers
with the property

b, <bg+Ab TG for k=1,2,---. (2.7)
If 2X(2bg)* < 1, then
o< — 2 forall k>0 (2.8)
P = 1A (20g)” = '
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This lemma can easily be established via induction.
We next recall some relevant information on the biharmonic heat kernel. Set

) =0 [ ) E s (s, (29)

Here J, denotes the vth Bessel function of the first kind. Then the biharmonic heat
kernel by (x,t) has the expression

bN(x,t):OéNt 4fN<|x|> (210)
where ay >0 is a constant to be specified. The following lemma summarizes some

relevant properties of fx.

LEMMA 2.3.  The function fn of definition (2.9) has the following properties:

(F1) fn is a solution of the ordinary differential equation

R+ S L) = = i) = () =0 (211)

(F2) There exist positive numbers K =K(N),u=u(N) with

| (n)| < Kexp(—pm?) for 1>0; (2.12)

(F3) fy(m)=—nfni2(n);
(F4) fn(n) changes signs infinitely many times as n— 0o, and there holds

/ NP fx(n)dn >0 for each B€[0,N). (2.13)
0

The items (F1), (F3), and (F4) can be found in [3], while (F2) is taken from [4].
Denote by B(0,r) the ball centered at the origin with radius r. We calculate

Lo (8oL (B
RN t1 o JaB(o,r) ta
:wN/ In <r1>7"N1d7’
0 t1

—ontt / I (™ Ldn, (2.14)
0

where wy is the volume of the unit ball in RY. Thus we can choose ay so that

aNt—%/ (' |) dz=1. (2.15)

An easy consequence of properties (F2) and (F3) is that for each non-negative
integer n there are two positive numbers K = K (n,N),u=u(n,N) such that

A ()] < Kexp(—pn?) on [0,50), (2.16)
where f 1(\? ) denotes the nth order derivative of fn. Subsequently, for each ¢ >1 we have

Jok? GO a0 [ L I (1

AN dr
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:wN/ ](\7) <7;> rN=1dr
0 ta

N > n q _
:wzvt4/0 ‘fz(v)(n)’ N~V

(2.17)

Remember that the convolution of two functions f and g on RY is defined to be

f*g(m)ZANf(x—y)g(y)dy- (2.18)
Young’s inequality for convolutions is as follows: Let h= f*g, then
12/l <11 f1lpllgllr (2.19)

T

where 1<p,q,r <oo and %:%—i—l —1. When r is the conjugate index to p (namely

%—i—%:l), then g=o00. It is also frequently used with r=1. Then p=g¢ and (2.19)
becomes

1Pllg <II.fllqllgllr- (2.20)

Relevant interpolation inequalities for Sobolev spaces are listed in the following
lemma.

LEMMA 2.4. Let condition (H2) be satisfied. Then we have:
1. There is a positive number ¢ such that

(IVu

o <c([[VPull2+[|ullz) for all ue W?(), (2.21)

where 2* :% if N>2 and any number bigger than 2 if N=2. Obviously,
here ||- ||, denotes the norm in the space LP(Q);

2. Let pe[2,2*). Then for each £>0 there is a positive number ¢=c(e,p) such
that

|Vull, <e||Vula+c|lull2 for all ue W*2(Q). (2.22)

LEMMA 2.5. Let condition (H2) be satisfied and u be a weak solution of the Neumann
boundary value problem

—Au=g in Q, (2.23)
Vu-v=0 on oS (2.24)

Then for each p>1 there is a positive constant ¢ depending only on N,p,) and the
smoothness of the boundary such that

lullwzr @) = V20l + 1Vl + l[ull, < cllgll, = cll Aull,. (2.25)

This lemma is the classical Calderén—Zygmund inequality. It can be found in [6].
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3. A priori estimates
Our a priori estimates rely on an interpolation inequality, which may be of interest
in its own right. To state the inequality, we set

o,
ug=— [ udzx,
122 Jo

where |Q| denotes the Lebesgue measure of Q. We have the well-known Sobolev in-
equality

o <cql| Vo for all ue WH2(Q). (3.1)

[u—uq

PROPOSITION 3.1.  Assume that N >2 and condition (H2) holds. Take € (1,%).
For k=0,1,2,--- define the sequences

2N N N\*
ak:N—2_2(N—2_a) <2> , (3.2)
1—(2
bkzl_f\;). (3.3)
N

Then there holds

2 \k
(%)

/ |Vul*dz < (((2a—2)c+1)ea)™ ([|Aullz-)™ (| Vull)” (/ Vul‘““dx) (3.4)

for k€{0,1,---} with a;, >0 and all u€ W2 (Q) with Vu-v=0 on 09Q, where ¢ is the

same as the one in inequality (2.25).
Proof. First we observe that ay is the solution of the difference equation

N
ak:(ak_l—Z)E (3.5)
coupled with the initial condition
ag=2a.

Our assumption on « implies that {a} is decreasing. We use mathematical induction.
Note that bp=0. Thus if k=0, then inequality (3.4) is trivially true. Assume that
inequality (3.4) holds for some k=n>0 and a,4; >0. In view of equation (3.5), we
have a,, >2. An elementary calculation shows that

div (|Vul*~?Vu) = (a, —2)|Vu|" = (V2uVu) - Va+ [ Vul A,

With this in mind, we estimate from inequalities (3.1) and (2.25) that
/|Vu|“"dm:/ |Vu|* ~2Vu- Vuda
Q Q
=/ |Vu|* " 2Vu-V(u—ug)dx
Q

:—/div(|Vu|“"_2Vu) (u—uq)dx
Q
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an—Z)/|Vu|“"72|v2u|\u—uQ|dx+/|Vu|“"72|Au||u—uQ|dz
Q Q

N+2

.
2N
>( / IVu|<%-2>f3fz|u—quWx)
Q

N-—2

<((2a—2)c+1)||Aul|2- </|VU|(an—2){}'dx) </U—UQ|13N2dZL‘>
Q
(/|Vu| d:c) (/|Vu|“"+1d:c> . (3.6)
Q

The last step is due to inequality (3.1). By our assumption, inequality (3.4) is true for

k=mn. Therefore, we have
, , (%)
o) (19ulle) ([ (9l
Q

< ((2a=2)e+ Dea)’ F) (| aufpr )+ F) (| wuf)+ ()"

2 )n+l

(/ vuan+1da;>(N

< ((2a—2)e+)ea) " (|| Aullz-)"** (|| Vul|2) "+

)n+1

(/Vu“”“dm) A (3.7)

This completes the proof. 1]

< ((2a=2)[|VZull2-

<((2a—2)

n

/Q\Vu|2ad$ <(((2a=2)c+1)cg)™ (|| Au

In [13], the authors established the following inequality

/ ¢3+2Vu|8+2dx3c|u||%m(/ G2Vl V2 e |V / wwmx),
RN RN RN

(3.8)
where s >2 and 9 is a non-negative cut-off function in C§°(R”). This inequality is local
in nature, and it does not seem to be applicable to our situation due to the Neumann
boundary conditions involved. Furthermore, in general, it is not easy to derive BMO
bounds for solutions to a fourth-order nonlinear equation.

PROPOSITION 3.2. Let conditions (H1)-(H3) be satisfied and let u be a classical
solution of problem (1.1)-(1.4). The following statements hold true:
(el) If <1 for each T >0 then there is a positive number ¢ determined only by the
given data such that
max /(u2+|Vu|2)dx+/ (Au)Qdmdt—i—/ VAuldedt<c;  (3.9)
0st=T Jo Qr Qr
(e2) Assume either condition (1.12) or condition (1.13). Then there exists a positive
number Ty with
max /(u2—|—|Vu\2)dx—|—/ (Au)? dadt
0<t<Ty J Qr,

+/ |VAu|2dxdt+/ |Vu|**dzdt < c. (3.10)
Qr, T

0

Here c is also determined by the given data.
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Proof. Multiply each term in equation (1.1) by w and then integrate the resulting
equation over €2 to derive

2 _
2dt/ d:H—/ (Au)®dz= / (Vu) - Vudz

§c/|Vu|1+adx+c. (3.11)
Q

Multiplying through equation (1.1) by Awu and then integrating over 2, after some
calculations we arrive at

/|Vu| dx+/|VAu| dx= /g(Vu)VAuda:
2dt o
1 1
S*/|VAU|2dI+*/|g(VU)|2dCC
2Ja 2Ja

1
S*/|VAu|2dx+C/\Vu|2adx+c. (3.12)
2Ja Q

If @« <1, we can apply Gronwall’s inequality to obtain

0<t<T

max / |Vu|2dm+/ |V Aul?dzdt <c. (3.13)
Qr
This together with inequality (3.11) yields

max /qux—l— (Au)? dadt <c. (3.14)
0<t<T Jq Qr

This completes the proof of (el).
From here on, we assume condition (1.12). We easily deduce from inequalities (3.11)
and (3.12) that

d
—/ (v +|Vul?) daj—i—/ (Au)2dx+/|VAu|2dx§c/ |Vu|**dz +c. (3.15)
dt Jo Q ) Q
To apply Proposition 3.1, we choose k so that
by <2, (3.16)
(075 S 2. (317)

Then for each € >0 we estimate

/|Vu|2"dsc< (20— 2)0—}—1)09 (| Awl|o- )b’“ (IVull2) (/|Vu|“’°d$>

()
<cll7aula +18ul2) (Va2 [ [Vulas )

2 \k_2

N) 2=y,

IV AulZ+ [ Aul) + ) ([Tulle) ( / |Vu“kdx)

§7k+(l)k,7'

3=ty T\N) 3=b,

6(||VAU||§+HAU||§) +c(e) </ Vu|2dx> ) (3.18)
Q
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Use this in inequality (3.15) and choose ¢ suitably small to derive

Y <cyt7+e, (3.19)
where

y(t):/ (v +|Vul?) dz, (3.20)

Q

k

bk 2 Q.
1 = — . 3.21
T 2bk+<N) 2 by (3.21)

It turns out that the condition (1.12) is to ensure that conditions (3.17) and (3.16) hold
for k=2. To see this, we have

2
by=1++<2, (3.22)

= a1 (3.23)

Use by in formula (3.21) to see that o >0. Consequently, we can apply Lemma 2.1 to
obtain

y(t) < ! ——1, (3.24)
(o7 +1)emmet=1) "]
where
vgz/ﬂ(ug—k\Vqu)dx—H. (3.25)

Note that the right-hand side of inequality (3.24) blows up only when ¢ reaches

It follows that for each Tj € (0, W) the function y(t) is bounded on [0,7p].
Equipped with this, we can combine inequality (3.15) with inequality (3.18) to obtain
the desired result.

Now we assume condition (1.13) holds. In this case, for each s> 1 there is a positive
number ¢=c¢(s,{2) such that

= <e(s,Q)[|[Vullz, (3.26)
c(5,9Q) (IVAull2 +[[Aull2). (3.27)

lu—ugq
(| Aul

s

T =
s <
T =

S—

We can easily infer from the proof of Proposition 3.1 that

1
2k

s

2o —2)c c(s br |9+ ) " ul|2)" w|** dx
/Q|w| 0 < (20— 2)e+ 1)e(s, Q)" (| Aulo) ([ Val)2) (/Qv d) ,

(3.28)
where

252 52 2%k
ak32—12(32—1a>8 , (3.29)
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k=0,1,2,-. (3.30)

Note that by =1+ S% < 2. The condition as <2 leads to

4, 2

1
a<i T2 TS +s4—|— 13 ass—1%. (3.31)
s

Thus if a <3 we can always find an s> 1 such that

4 2
1
a<IFEE 3 (3.32)
S

The rest is entirely similar to the argument after inequality (3.24). ]

REMARK 3.1. If g is conservative, i.e., equation (1.5) holds, then we can use dyu as
a test function in equation (1.1) and thereby derive

., 1d .. d B
/Q(atu) dx—i-i% Q(Au) dx—i—a/Qd)(Vu)dz—O. (3.33)

In particular, if g(&) =|£]271E, a>0, there is a positive number ¢ depending only on ug
and o such that

/ (Opu)?dxdt+ max (/ ((Au)2_|_Vua+1)dx) <c¢ for each T'>0. (3.34)
Qr 0<t<1 \ Jo

In this case, our analysis implies that problem (1.1)-(1.4) has a global weak solution for
each >0, provided that we slightly modify the definition of a weak solution.

4. Approximate problems
To design our approximate problems, we introduce a new unknown function 1 so
that

—Au+Tu=1, (4.1)

where 1> 7> 0. Obviously, the addition of the term 7 is due to the Neumann boundary
condition (1.2). Note that we have ) =—Awu as 7— 0. To approximate equation (1.1),
we employ an implicit discretization scheme for the time variable in equation (1.1). This
leads to the consideration of the following system of two second-order elliptic equations

—v

—A¢p+7p—divg(Ve) =——  in Q, (4.2)
—Au+Tu=1 in (4.3)
coupled with the boundary conditions
Vu-v=0 on 012, (4.4)
(Vp+g(Vu))-v=0 on 09, (4.5)

where v is either the initial datum ug or the u component of the solution (u,) obtained

in a preceding step in the scheme. The number 7 can be viewed as the step size. The

term 7% in equation (4.2) is also needed due to the Neumann boundary condition.
The construction of our approximate solutions will be based upon this problem.
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PROPOSITION 4.1.  Let g(€) be a continuous function on RN, and assume that con-
dition (H2) holds and ve L*>®(Y). Then there is a weak solution (1,u) to system (4.2)-
(4.5) with ¥ € WHP(Q),u e W2P(Q) for each p>1.

.

Proof. A solution will be constructed via the Leray—Schauder Theorem ( [5],
p. 280). To apply this theorem, we define an operator B from L>(Q) into itself as
follows: for each we L™ () we say B(w)=1 if ¢ solves the equation (4.2) with the
boundary condition (4.5), in which « is the solution of equation (4.3) coupled with
condition (4.4). To see that B is well defined, we observe from the classical existence
and regularity theory for linear elliptic equations that system (4.3)-(4.4) has a unique
weak solution u which can be shown to lie in the space W2P(Q) for each p>1. Thus
ue CHA(Q) for some B€(0,1) and g(Vu) is a bounded, continuous function on Q. This
enables us to conclude that equation (4.2) combined with condition (4.5) also has a
unique solution ¢ in the space W2(Q)NC7(Q) for some v € (0,1). In view of these
results, we can claim that B is well defined, continuous, and maps bounded sets into
precompact ones. It remains to show that there is a positive number ¢ such that

Yl <c (4.6)
for all ¢ € L>°(Q2) and o € (0,1] satisfying
v=0B(1).

This equation is equivalent to the boundary value problem

u—v

—div(Vy+og(Vu))+1¢p=—0 - in €, (4.7
—Au+Tu=1 in Q, (4.8)

Vu-v=0 on 0{, (4.9)
(Vip+0g(Vu))-v=0 on JQ. (4.10)

Let p>2 be given. We easily check that the function |¢[P=2¢ lies in W2(Q) and
V ([¢[P~2) = (p—1)[¢[P~2Vep. Multiply through equation (4.7) by this function and
integrate the resulting equation over €) to obtain

o-1) [ [or 2 ePdosr [ opde=-2 [ -olol s
Q Q T Jao
~olo=1) [ [0P V() do
1 1
<=l 5 0-1) [ 2V ds
Q
1
+50-1) [ [0 (Valds,
Q
from whence follows
91l < el . (111)

Here ¢ depends on 7,p,g,v, but not 0. Next we claim that

Y]z <cllvll2+e. (4.12)
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Upon using ¢ as a test function in equation (4.7), we obtain

2 2.9 g _
/Q|V1/)| dw—&-T/Qw dr= T/Qul/}dx—l—T/medx J/QV@[Jg(Vu)dx. (4.13)

By using u as a test function in equation (4.8), we can derive

/uwdac:/ |Vu|2d;v—|—7'/ u?dx > 0. (4.14)
Q Q Q

Keeping this in mind, we deduce from equation (4.13) that

o 1 1
/ wzdwéf/vwdwr*/\g(VU)|2de§*Hvllzllt/JHerC.
Q T Jo 2 Ja T

Then inequality (4.12) follows.
We can also infer from the classical L estimate ( [5], p.189) that for each p> &
there is a positive number ¢ such that

Y]l < cllu—vllp+cllg(Vu)ll2p+clliblla < cllullp +e. (4.15)

Equipped with inequalities (4.11), (4.12), and (4.15), we can employ a bootstrap
argument to obtain inequality (4.6). Square both sides of equation (4.8) and integrate

to obtain
/(Au)Qda:+Tz/u2dx+27'/ |Vu|2dm=/¢2dx.
Q Q Q Q

This together with inequalities (2.25) and (4.14) implies that
llullwz2@) <c. (4.16)
If this is enough to yield that
N
|lull, <c for some p> 5 (4.17)

then inequality (4.6) follows from inequality (4.15). If inequality (4.16) is not enough
for inequality (4.17) to hold, by the Sobolev Embedding Theorem we must have that
N >8 and

l[ull 2z, <c.
N—4

In view of inequalities (2.25) and (4.11), we have

||uHW2,A2§4 ©) <ec.
Does this imply inequality (4.17)7 If it does, we are done. If not, repeat the above
argument. Obviously, we can reach inequality (4.17) in a finite number of steps.
Finally, we can conclude from the classical regularity theory that € W1P(Q) for
each p>1. The proof is complete. ]

For a similar approach we refer the reader to Proposition 2.1 in [10].
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5. Proof of Theorem 1.1

The proof of Theorem 1.1 will be divided into several steps. To begin, we form
a sequence of approximate solutions. This is based upon Proposition 4.1. Then we
proceed to derive estimates similar to the ones in Proposition 3.2 for the sequence. It
turns out that these estimates are sufficient to justify passing to the limit.

Let T>0 be given. For each j€{1,2,---,} we divide the time interval [0,7] into j
equal subintervals. Set

T=—.

T
J

We discretize problem (1.1)-(1.4) as follows. For k=1,---,j, we solve recursively the
system

M—div(vwk—‘rg(vuk))—l—ka:O in Q, (5.1)

—Aup+Tup =, in Q, (5.2)
(Vo +g(Vug)) - v=Vu,-v=0 on 9.

Without loss of generality, we may assume that ug € W12(Q2)NL>*(Q2). Otherwise, one
picks a sequence {uo;} from the space with the property

ug; —up strongly in WH2(Q) and weak* in L>(Q). (5.4)
Introduce the functions

iy () = L )+ (1 t‘j’“)uk,l(x), reQ te(tintl,  (55)
uj(x,t)=ur(z), €Q, te(tp_1,tx], (5.6)
iz t)=vp(x), 2€Q, te(tr_1,tk], (5.7)

where ¢, = k7. We can rewrite system (5.1)-(5.3) as
%—div(va-—}—g(Vﬂj))—l—T@-:O in Qr, (5.8)

ot J J
—Au;+71U;=1; in Qr. (5.9)

We proceed to derive a priori estimates for the sequence of approximate solutions
{@;,7;,7;}. The discretized version of Proposition 3.2 is the following

PROPOSITION 5.1.  Let conditions (H1)-(H3) be satisfied. The following statements
hold true:
(d1) If a<1 then for each T >0 there is a positive number ¢ independent of j, hence
T, such that

—2 — 12 =2
X (/Q(uj—I—Vu]| )dx—&—T/Qu]dx)
+/ (@§+|V%|2)d:cdt+7 Ejdxdtgc; (5.10)
QT QT

(d2) If either condition (1.12) or condition (1.13) holds, then there is a positive
number Ty with

72 |2 2
omax, (/Q(uj+|Vu]| )dx+7/ﬂu]da:>



2210 A FOURTH-ORDER PARABOLIC EQUATION
+/ (E§+|v¥j|2)dmdt+7/ @?dde—/ \Va;|**dzdt <e. (5.11)
QTO QTO QT[J
Here ¢ has the same meaning as the one in (d1).

Proof. Multiply through equation (5.1) by wj and integrate the resulting equation
over {2 to obtain

1
7/(uk—uk_1)ukdx+/ (Vkauk—&-kauk)dx:—/g(Vuk)Vukda:. (5.12)
Q Q

T Q

Similarly, multiply each term in equation (5.2) by ¢, and integrate to get

/(Vkauk—t—ﬂ/)kuk)dx:/widx. (5.13)
Q Q

Use this, condition (H1), and the inequality (uj—ug—1)ug > 1(u? —ui_;) in equation
(5.12) to derive

1
— (u%—u%fl)dﬂv—i—/w%d:ﬂgc/|Vuk|a+1dx+c. (5.14)
21 Jo Q 0

Upon using ¢, as a test function in equation (5.1), we arrive at

1
*/(Uk—ukfl)l/}kdx-F/\V¢k|2d9€+7/¢1€d$
TJa Q Q

z—/g(Vuk)Vz/Jkdx
Q
1 ,, 1 )
<3 V| dz+5 g(Vuy)["dx
Q Q
1
Sf/\V¢k|2dx+c/|Vuk|2adx+c. (5.15)
2Ja Q

We calculate from equation (5.2) that
1 1
— | (ug —up—1)Ypder=— | (up—up—1)(—Aup+Tug)dz
TJa TJa

1
zf/(Vuk—Vuk_l)Vukdm—k/(uk—uk_l)ukdx
TJQ Q

1 1

>1 (|Vuk|2—|Vuk_1|2)dx+f/(ui—ui_l)dx. (5.16)
27 Jo 2Ja

Combining this with inequality (5.15) yields

1
f/(|Vuk\2—|Vuk_1|2)da:+/(uﬁ—ui_1)da:
TJa Q

+/|V1/Jk|2dx—|—7'/1/)idx§c/ |Vug|**dz +c. (5.17)
Q Q Q

The case where aw<1 is easy to handle. From now on, we will operate under the
assumption (1.12). Add inequalities (5.17) to (5.14) to obtain

1 1
> [ttt dat S [ (9w~ [V P)da
Q TJQ

T
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+/ (ui—ui_l)dH/widH/\VwkIdeH/wﬁdx

Q Q Q Q

Sc/ |Vug|?“dz +c. (5.18)
Q

By inequality (3.18), for each £ >0 there is a positive number ¢(g) such that

/lel%‘dzgs/ﬂ ((VAuk)z-l-(Auk)z) dx +c(e) (/leuk|2dz>l+”
SS/Q ((V(TUk_wk))2+(Tuk_wk)2) drt o) </Q|Vuk|2dx)1+a

§26/ (|V¢k\2+w2)dx+2572/ (|Vug|* +uj) do
Q Q

°) </Q|Vuk|2dac>l+a, (5.19)

where o is a positive number determined by N,«. Use this in inequality (5.18) and
choose ¢ suitably small to derive

1

1
* [t das T [ (T~ [V P)da
Q TJQ

-
+ [ -t ot [ widos [ [VonPdorr [ vide
Q Q Q Q
140
Scarz/ (|Vug|* +up) de+c(e) (/ |Vuk|2dx> +ec. (5.20)
Q Q

Multiply through this inequality by 7 and sum up the resulting inequality over k to
derive

/Q(a§+\wj|2)dx+7/a§dx+/ (E?Jr\vajﬁ)dxdtw/ﬂ Eﬁdxdt

§c7'2/ (u + V|2 dmdt—l—c/ (/Vu7| dx) dt+c
Q

s

s 140
Sc/ (/ (u§+|Vuj2)dx> dt+-c, (5.21)
0 Q

where s>0. Set

s 1+o
y;(s) :/ (/ (u? + |Vuj|2)da:> dt. (5.22)
0 Q
We easily infer from the preceding inequality that
yj(s) <cy;t7(s)+c. (5.23)

Thus we are in a position to apply Lemma 2.1 to obtain

yi(s) < ! ~1. (5.24)

(w0 + 1) =7+ D)e=ert—1)*]

al=
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As before, we can conclude from this and inequalities (5.19) and (5.18) that there exists
a positive Ty such that inequality (5.10) is true. The case where condition (1.13) holds
can be handled in a similar way. The proof is complete. ]

Proof. (Proof of Theorem 1.1.) Here we draw some inspiration from [19]. We
only deal with the case where condition (1.12) holds because the other two cases are
similar. Proposition 5.1 together with equation (5.8), inequality (2.25) and equation
(5.9) implies

(C1) the sequence {u,} is bounded in L>(0,Tp;W'2(Q));

(C2) the sequence {u;} is bounded in L?(0,Tp; W22(2));

(C3) the sequence {Aw;} is bounded in L?(0,Ty; W2(Q)); and
(C4) the sequence {|g(Vuyg)|} is bounded in L?(Qr, ).

Now we proceed to show that the sequence {u;} is precompact in L?(0,Tp; W2(12)).
It is easy to see from (C1) that the sequence {@;} is bounded in L*>(0,70;W2(Q)).
We can also conclude from (C4), Proposition 5.1, and equation (5.8) that the se-
quence {01} is bounded in L?(0,Ty; (W12(£2))*), where (W!2(Q2))* is the dual space
of W12(Q). This puts us in a position to invoke a result in [16], from which follows that
{@;} is precompact in both L%(0,Tp; (W12(Q))*) and C([0,Tp]; L*(12)). For t € (tr—1,tx],
we calculate from equation (5.8) that

i (@,t) — 1 (,) = 2

(ur —up—1)

= (t—tk) (le(V'LZJk +g(Vuk)) — T'I/Jk)

Consequently, we can estimate

To
|18 -0yt = / R [
0 k= te—1
k=j
_ / (t1 — )2 |div (T + (k) — 70 By
k=1
k=j
:ZT ||d1V(V’L/)]q+g(VU]€))—T’lpk”%mﬂQ(Q))*
k=1
T() o o
:7'2/0 ||d1V (VZb] +g(VﬂJ)) —T’(/)j||%W12(Q))*dt
<ecr?, (5.25)

from whence follows that {;} is precompact in L?(0,Tp;(W'2(2))*). This together
with (C1) and a result in [16] asserts that {%;} is precompact in L?(€7). We compute

/ \V(ﬂj—ai)|2dxdt:/ (AT — Aiiy) (1, — 1) dadt
QTU QT{J

1
2

T — ;) dx .
§c(/ﬂTo(u] i) d dt> (5.26)

for all i,j. Hence {u;} is precompact in L?(0,Tp; W2(12)).
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Select a subsequence of j, still denoted by j, such that

w;—u strongly in L?(0,To; WhH2(Q)), (5.27)
Vu; — Vu a.e. on Qrp, (5.28)
@j —a strongly in C([0,Tp]; L*()). (5.29)

Since g is continuous, (C4) combined with property (5.28) implies
g(Va;) —g(Vu) weakly in L2(0,To; (L*(2))™).
We can deduce from inequality (5.25) that
u=10u a.e. on {r,.

We are ready to pass to the limit in equations (5.8) and (5.9), from which follows the
theorem. The proof is finished. ]

6. Proof of Theorem 1.2
We begin with the proof of statement (R3) in Theorem 1.2.
Proof. (Proof of (R3).) Let 0(s) be a function in C§°(R) satisfying

O(s)=s on (—1,1). (6.1)

Then denote by h(Vu) the function (g1(Vug)+60(g1(Vu)—g1(Vuo)), g8 (Vuo)+
0(gn (Vu) = gn (Vup)))”. Note that

h(Vu)=g(Vu) on the set where |g(Vu)—g(Vug)| <1. (6.2)

On the other hand, since 6 is bounded and g is continuous, there is a positive number
M with

sup  |[h(Vu)| <M for each ue L' (0,00;WHHRY)). (6.3)
RN x(0,T)

Consider the initial value problem

pu+A%u=divh(Vu) in RY x (0,00), (6.4)

u(z,0) =ug(z) on RY. (6.5)

Without loss of generality, we may assume that g,u are sufficiently smooth. Otherwise,
we replace them by their respective mollifications and then pass to the limit. We

conclude from a standard argument (see, e.g., [4] or ( [18], Chap. 15)) that problem
(6.4)-(6.5) has a classical solution v and that u can be represented in the form

u=uvy+u1, (6.6)

where

vo(xat):bN(t)*Uo(l’)EaNtf%/

RN

e () ol
vi(x,t) :/0 Vb (t—s)«h(Vu)(x)ds

may [ =97 [ (L) L naty.s)dvas.

(t—s)i) lz—yl
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Whenever no confuse arises, we suppress the dependence of a function on its independent
variables.

CrLAM 6.1.  Ifup€ CH(RN) with Vug being uniformly continuous and bounded on RY
then lim;_,o | Vo (z,t) — Vug(x)| =0 uniformly on RY.

Proof.  We easily derive from the definition of vy and equation (2.15) that

4

V’Uo(ﬂ?,t):a]vt_%/ fN <xt_1y|>Vu0(y)dy
RN

—axtt [ g (x;y') (Viaoly) — Vuuo (@) dy+ Viuo()
= aN/RN Fn (12]) (Vg (z — 7 2) — Vg (z))dz + Vug (). (6.7)

The claim follows from property (F2) and the boundedness and uniform continuity of
Vug on RN, 0
In view of the calculations in ( [8], p. 263-264), we can compute

Soumn [0 [ gt (L) =000y,

t—s)t |z —y[?

ran [ (o) s (H"l )V LVt sdds. (6

t—s)1 z—y|

We can easily check that

— N2
’ R P (6.9)

|l —yl| ™ lz—yl’
Keeping this, property (F3), and inequalities (2.17) and (6.3) in mind, we arrive at

t J—
Vol [ (-9 [ ffé('x y'l)\dyds
0 RN (t—s)d

t —
+c/ (t—s)—Nf/ fNH( 2=y )’dyds
0 RN

(t—s)%
t 1 1

Sc/ (t—s)"2ds=ct2. (6.10)
0

With the aid of Claim 6.1, inequality (6.10), and the continuity of g, we can find a
positive number T such that

lg(Vu) —g(Vug)| <1 on RN x (0,T). (6.11)
This together with equation (6.2) implies

Opu+ A%y =divg(Vu) in RY x (0,T). (6.12)
This completes the proof of (R3). 0

Before we prove statement (R4), we present some preliminaries. For this purpose
we construct a sequence {wy} by successively solving

Dpwy + Awy, = div(g(Vwg_1)) in RY x (0,00), (6.13)
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wi(z,0) =up(z) on RY, k=1,2---, (6.14)
where
wWo =7q.- (615)
As before, we have
t T— T—
wntet)=ax [(-97F [ g (2 I gTun sy
RN (t—s)i /) lx—yl
+vo(z,1). (6.16)

LEMMA 6.1. For each p>1 there is a positive number c=c(p,N) such that

1V00(,t)loo < ct™ 5" ||ug|l, for ¢>0. (6.17)
The above inequality is still valid if p=oc. In this case, ¢ only depends on N.

Proof. Let p>1 be given and set ¢= p%l. By Young’s inequality for convolutions,
we have
N1 x— T —
V(e )] =axt \/ i () 2w

tv ) le—yl
<ot Jual, [ |
RN

()

<et™ T g . (6.18)

The last step is due to inequality (2.17). If p=1, the above calculations still work. This
completes the proof. ]

Proof of (R4) in Theorem 1.2. Fix T >0. Let

by = AV B, k=0,1,2,--. 6.19
K ani?éfTﬂ w(,1)] (6.19)

By a calculation similar to inequality (6.10), we have, for (x,t) € RN x [0,T7], that

SN 2=y
|Vwk|§c/ (t—s)~ 3 / N< >’|Vwk 1|%dyds
0 RN (t—s)7
SR 2=yl
—|—c/ (t—s)” 2 / ‘fN+2 (1>’|Vwk_1|“dyds+|Vvo|
0 RN (t—s)7
t
§cbg_1/ (th)*stmaa—l)/ fN< 2=y )‘dyds
0 RN (t—s)7

t
+cb(,j,1/ (t—s)_N%s_M{il)/ ( ] )‘dyds—l—Vvd
0 RN (t—s)3

t
§cbg_1/ (tfs)fésf @D ds+ | Vool (6.20)
0

Multiply through this inequality by 71 and note from our assumptions on « that

t
t2<a1*1>/ (t—s)_%s_ﬂﬂa*l)dsgc for all t>0 (6.21)
0
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to derive

|t2<u1*1) Vwg(z,t)| < |t2<a1*1> Vuo(z,t)|+cby_  =bo+cbf_, for (z,t) RN x[0,T7].
(6.22)

The last step is due to equality (6.15). Taking p= (a3—710)LN in inequality (6.17), we deduce
bo = [t2@-T Vg (2, 8)] < cl|uol| @ - (6.23)
3—a
By Lemma 2.2, we have
1
t2a-D Y )| =b, <c, 6.24
szni?éfn‘ wy(z,t)|=by <c (6.24)

provided that |Jugl| (a—1~ is sufficiently small. From here on we assume that this is the
3—«

case. Note that the preceding inequality holds for T'= oo because the constant ¢ on its
right-hand side does not depend on 7'. Recall

Vo (z,t) :aNt’%/RNfN (|x—1y|) Vuy(y)dy, (6.25)

ta

from whence follows

I%%X|Vvo(a:,t)|§c||vuo”oo for each ¢ > 0. (6.26)

For 7> 0 we set
= Vwg(z,t)], k=0,1,2,--. 6.27
ou(r) = (Vun(e.t) (6.27)

We infer from inequality (6.10), equality (6.15), and inequality (6.20) that
ap(r) <ao(r)+erzal (), k=1,2,---. (6.28)
It follows from from inequality (6.26) that
ap(7) < ¢||Vuglso- (6.29)
Invoking Lemma 2.2 again, we see that for 7 small enough there holds
ar(t)<c for all k. (6.30)
This combined with inequality (6.24) asserts that

v ) <e. 6.31
szni?éfn| wy(z,t)| <c (6.31)

Observe that the constant ¢ here is independent of T. We actually have

RNrilﬁi(oo) |Vwy (x,t)] <c. (6.32)

Since g is locally Lipschitz, we can find a positive number ¢ such that

lg(Vwi) —g(Vwi—1)| < c|Vwg — Vwg 1| for each k>1. (6.33)



XIANGSHENG XU 2217
Set

dy, :RNH>1<2[%(¥T] |Vwy(x,t) — Vw,_1(x,t)]. (6.34)

For k=2,3,--- and (z,t) e RN x [0,T], we compute

t
|Vwk—Vwk_1|§c/ (t—s)~ + /
0 RN

o wp |m y\
+ef (t—s)” 3 Inge | — ) ||Vwg—1 — Vwi_so|dyds
0 RN (t—

PR |z yl)‘
Scdk_l/o (t—s) /RN N((t—s) dyds
twp 2=y >’
+cdk_1/0 (t—s) AN‘fN+2(<t_S)4 dyds

N((I: Y >’|Vwk 1— Vwy_s|dyds

t
Scdk,l/ (t—s)_%ds:cdk,lt%. (6.35)
0
That is, we have
. N
A <cThdy_ << (cTs) ds. (6.36)
Choose T so that
T2 <1. (6.37)
Then the series
Vwg+ Vw; —Vwg+ Vws —Vwy +---+Vwr, —Vwg_1+--- (6.38)

is uniformly convergent on R¥™ x[0,7]. Thus the whole sequence {Vwy} converges
strongly in C(RY x [0,77]). By a simple translation in the ¢-variable, we can show that
for each to >0 the sequence {Vwy} converges strongly in C(RY x [to,to+T]), where T
is given as in inequality (6.37), as long as {Vwy(z,t)} converges strongly in C(RY).
This immediately implies that {Vwy } converges strongly in C(R¥ x [0, s]) for each s> 0.
Thus we can take k — co in equation (6.13) to obtain the desired result. This completes
the proof of (R4).
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