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Uniqueness of de Sitter and Schwarzschild–de

Sitter spacetimes

A.K.M. Masood-ul-Alam and Wenhua Yu

We give a simple proof of the uniqueness of de Sitter and
Schwarzschild–de Sitter spacetime without assuming extra condi-
tions on the conformal boundary at infinity. Such spacetimes are
the only solutions in the static class satisfying Einstein equations
4

Rαβ = Λ
4
gαβ , where the cosmological constant Λ is positive, under

appropriate boundary conditions. In the absence of black holes,
that is, when the event horizon has only one component the unique
solution is de Sitter solution. In the presence of a black hole, we
get Schwarzschild–de Sitter spacetime. The problem has important
relevance in differential geometry.

1. Introduction

Boucher and Gibbons [1, 2] gave an elliptic formulation for the uniqueness
problem of de Sitter spacetime. Boucher, Gibbons and Horowitz [3] proved
the uniqueness of the anti-de Sitter spacetime (Λ < 0). In the same paper,
an inequality was proved for the case Λ > 0, where equality implies the
uniqueness. Since then the uniqueness of de Sitter spacetime has been proved
by many authors under various extra conditions and in different dimensions
(for a somewhat detailed discussion see [4]). However, the elliptic problem
originally elaborated by Boucher and Gibbons [1] was unsolved. The elliptic
problem has important relevance in the study of constant scalar curvature
Riemannian metrics and the critical points of the scalar curvature map (see
Kobayashi [5], Shen [6, 7], Moncrief [8], Lafontaine [9] and Hwang [10]). Our
present method uses the positive mass theorem of Schoen and Yau [11] to
show that the spatial 3-metric in the usual decomposition is conformally
flat.

Representing the static metric
4
g by −V 2dt2 + g, where g is the induced

Riemannian 3-metric on an open orientable spacelike hypersurface Σ+, and
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V and g are independent of time t, the field equations become
equivalent to

(1) Rij = V −1V ;ij +Λgij , ΔV = −ΛV.

Here “;” denotes covariant derivative and Δ denotes the Laplacian relative
to g. V and g are assumed to be regular on the compact manifold with
boundary Σ+ ∪ ∂Σ+. V > 0 in Σ+ and V = 0 on the boundary ∂Σ+. It is
known that ∂Σ+ is then totally geodesic. We shall attach another copy of
(Σ+, g) along the totally geodesic boundary ∂Σ+. Under the assumption
that the 4-geometry is regular g extends at least in C1,1 fashion across ∂Σ+.
Taking V < 0 in the attached Σ−, we assume that V and g are C3 in Σ± and
they are globally C1,1 in the compact manifold Σ

def
= Σ+ ∪ ∂Σ+ ∪ Σ−. Then

elliptic regularity theory applied to Equations (1) in harmonic coordinates
in the metric g makes V and g, C∞. Although these harmonic coordinate
functions may be only C2,α relative to the original coordinates from now on
we can select only C∞ compatible charts so that the double Σ is a smooth
manifold and V and g are smooth functions on it. However, apart from the
fact that the existence theorems we have referred for a Green function and
conformal normal coordinates use a smooth 3-metric, all our calculations
are done assuming V and g only C4. As in the case of black hole uniqueness
theorems we are not worried about the required minimum regularity. For
the uniqueness of de Sitter spacetime we also assume that the maximum
value of V is 1. We shall first solve the following uniqueness problem.

Theorem 1.1. Suppose ∂Σ+ is diffeomorphic to a 2-sphere. Then the only
solution (V, g) of the field equations Equations (1) on Σ+ ∪ ∂Σ+ is de Sitter
solution. That is, de Sitter spacetime metric

(2) ds2 = −(1− Λr2/3)dt2 + (1− Λr2/3)−1dr2 + r2(dθ2 + sin2 θdφ2)

is the only static solution of
4
Rαβ = Λ

4
gαβ, Λ > 0 such that the interior of

the event horizon is diffeomorphic to the product of an open ball in R
3 with

the time line.

Kobayashi [5] and Shen [7] considered a general situation when the set
V = 0 has more than one component. If g is conformally flat all complete
solutions have been found by Kobayashi [5] and Lafontaine [12]. After prov-
ing the uniqueness of de Sitter spacetime we shall consider the situation
when the set V = 0 has more than one component. Again it follows that g
is conformally flat so that the results of [5] and [12] apply.
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From the field equations Equations (1), we find that the scalar curvature
of g is

(3) Rg = 2Λ.

Conformal flatness gives spherical symmetry via the following identity
(see Lindblom [13]):

V 4RijkR
ijk = 8|∇V |4||Ψ||2 + |∇T|∇V |2|2,

where Rijk = Rij;k −Rik;j + (1/4)(gikR;j − gijR;k) and Ψ is the trace-free
part of the extrinsic curvature of the V = constant two-surfaces, and ∇T

|∇V |2 is the gradient of |∇V |2 on these two-surfaces. The tensorRijk vanishes
iff the 3-manifold is locally conformally flat. Rijk = 0 implies that |∇V | is a
function of V only and the V = constant surfaces are umbilic. One can then
show that g and V are spherically symmetric (see Künzle [14], Avez [15]).

2. Proof of the new results

Since Λ > 0, (Σ, g) is a compact Riemannian manifold with positive scalar
curvature. Hence we have a unique Green’s function by a theorem due to
Lee and Parker (Theorem 2.8 [16]).
Existence of the Green’s Function (Theorem 3.5 on page 213 in [17]
for dimension 3): For each P ∈ Σ there exists a unique smooth function
G on Σ\{P} such that (Rg − 8Δg)G = δP in the distribution sense where
δP is the Dirac delta function at P . The metric Π = G4g is scalar flat and
asymptotically flat. With respect to the geodesic normal coordinates {xi}
of some conformal metric h = Ω2g, G is of the form

(4) G =
1
r
+

m

2
+ v,

where v is O(r), v ∈ C2,μ and r =
√∑

(xi)2.

Relative to coordinates
{
Xi = xir−2

}
, Π = G4g has expansion

(5) Π̃ij =
(
1 + 2mR−1

)
δij +O

(
R−2

)
,

where R = r−1. The constant m is the mass of the metric Π. m ≥ 0 by
the positive mass theorem of Schoen and Yau. An easy computation shows
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that relative to the
{
xi
}
system components of g have expansions glk =

δlk +O
(
r2
)
. We have on Σ\{P}

(6) 2ΛG− 8ΔgG = 0.

Following lemma is proved rigorously by Yu in his undergraduate thesis
[18]. This lemma is not necessary for the proof of the main result although
it may provide alternate justification of some claims used in the proof by
giving the equation of the surface ∂Σ+ locally as a graph over the z = 0
coordinate plane of the chosen conformal normal coordinate system (see
also Remark 2.1 below).

Lemma 2.1. Let q ∈ ∂Σ+. There exists a Green’s function G satisfying
Equation (6) and having its singularity at q such that on ∂Σ+\{q} the nor-
mal derivative of G vanishes.

Proof. Here we omit the details. The idea is to show that if G is the Green’s
function of the Yamabe operator with singularity at q that exists by the
existence theorem, then its reflection under the doubling G̃ and (G + G̃)/2 are
also Green’s functions having their singularities at q. By definition G̃(p̃) =
G(p) where p, p̃ ∈ Σ are any pair of points related by the doubling. Then
by the uniqueness all three Green’s functions are the same. Now 〈∇G, n〉 =
−

〈
∇G̃, n

〉
. So the lemma follows. �

We shall need the following expansion of V in a coordinate system having
origin at a point q ∈ ∂Σ+ such that glk = δlk +O(r2). This will be the same
conformal normal coordinate system in which the Green’s function having
singularity at q is expanded in Equation (4). We suppose that the z = x3-axis
is perpendicular to ∂Σ+ at q.

V = cz + bjlx
lxj +O(r3),

where c �= 0, and bjl are constant. c �= 0 because it is well-known that ∇V �=
0 on the V = 0 surface. The first equation of Equations (1) gives bik = 0
since Rij is defined at q. We now write

(7) V = cz + Cijkx
ixjxk + ω, where ω = O(r4).

The second equation and Equation (6) give ΔΠV = −G−4ΛV + 2G−5

〈∇G,∇V 〉g . Referring to Ω introduced before Equation (4) we write Ω =
1 + (1/2)Dijx

ixj +O(r3) where Dij are constant depending possibly on q.
We shall use Ω given in the following lemma proved in the appendix.



Uniqueness of de Sitter and Schwarzschild-de-Sitter spacetimes 381

Lemma 2.2. In 3-dimension and for our field equations Equations (1) it
is possible to choose Ω such that Dij is diagonal. Furthermore. we have
(summation implied)

6Cizi = −Λc+ cDzz, CiAi = 0 for xA = x or y.

In the {Xi}-coordinates about q,

ΔΠV = −2cZR−4 + 5mcR−5Z − ΛcZR−6 − (15/2)m2ZR−6c

+ 10cvZR−5 + 2c(∂v/∂z)R−5 − 6CjmlX
jX lXmR−8

− 2cZDijX
iXjR−8 +O

(
R−6

)
.(8)

Here Z is the coordinate X3. Since c �= 0, the surface ∂Σ+ is locally a graph
over the z = 0 coordinate plane of a function z = z(x, y).

Remark 2.1. (∂v/∂z)(q) can be evaluated using Lemma 2.1. However, we
do not need it. Terms involving v disappear from our final equations namely
Equations (9) and (10) below.

Let Γ̃ denote the Christoffel symbol of Π in the {Xi} system. Then using
Equation (8) with δik − Π̃ik = (1− Ω2(1− 2mr − 4vr + (5/2)m2r2))δij +
O(R−3), (∂Ω/∂z) = Dzjx

j = DzzZR−2 and ΔEV ≡ δik ∂2V
∂Xk∂Xi =

(δik − Π̃ik) ∂2V
∂Xk∂Xi + Π̃ikΓ̃m

ik
∂V

∂Xm +ΔΠV we get about q,

ΔEV = −2cm2ZR−6 + cDzzZR−6 − 2cZR−4 − ΛcZR−6

− 6CijkX
iXjXkR−8 +O

(
R−6

)
.(9)

Since the computation of the above equation is tedious we include the expres-

sion for Π̃ikΓ̃m
ik below. We recall Π̃kl =

∂xi

∂Xk

∂xj

∂X l
Πij , where Πij = G4gij in

xyz system.

Π̃ikΓ̃m
ik = mR−3Xm − (1/2)m2R−4Xm + (∂Ω/∂xm)R−2

− 2XmXa(∂Ω/∂xa)R−4 + 2vR−3Xm − 2(∂v/∂xm)R−3

+ 4XmXa(∂v/∂xa)R−5 +O
(
R−4

)
.

But we can also obtain ΔEV in the straightforward way from Equa-
tion (7) by computing (∂2V/∂Xk∂Xi) using the coordinate transformation
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formula xi = xi(Xj). This way we first get

ΔEV = 6CikiX
kR−6 − 2cZR−4 − 6CiklX

lXkXiR−8 +O(R−6).

Putting 6Cizi = −Λc+ cDzz, CiAi = 0 from Lemma 2.2 we get

ΔEV = −ΛcZR−6 + cDzzZR−6 − 2cZR−4

− 6CijkX
iXjXkR−8 +O(R−6)(10)

Equation (10) contradicts Equation (9) unlessm = 0, because both the equa-
tions hold in an open 3-ball about q. Hence the mass m of Π is 0 and by
the positive mass theorem of Schoen and Yau, Π is Euclidean. Thus g is
conformally flat. This proves Theorem 1.1.

For the uniqueness of Schwarzschild–de Sitter solution we simply need to
paste the two copies across the identical components of the totally geodesic
boundary ∂Σ+ so as to form a manifold which is, in the simplest case, diffeo-
morphic to S2 × S1. Since we are assuming V > 0 in Σ+ the proof actually
shows nonexistence of complicated topology inside a compact set away from
the boundary and also nonexsistence of more than two components of the
boundary. As before we show that g is conformally flat. Then we invoke the
works of Kobayashi [5] and Lafontaine [12] as explained before. V > 0 in Σ+

then implies that the 3-metric is that of Schwarzschild–de Sitter spacetime.
Thus, assuming V > 0 in Σ+, we have the following theorem.

Theorem 2.3. Suppose the totally geodesic boundary ∂Σ+, which is also
the set V = 0, has more than one component each diffeomorphic to a 2-

sphere. Then the only static solution (V, g) of the field equations
4
Rαβ =

Λ
4
gαβ, Λ > 0 on Σ+ ∪ ∂Σ+ is Schwarzschild–de Sitter solution

ds2 = −
(
1− Λr2

3
− 2m

r

)
dt2

+
(
1− Λr2

3
− 2m

r

)−1

dr2 + r2(dθ2 + sin2 θdφ2).

In particular, the V = 0 set has only two connected components.

3. Conclusion

Bunting and Masood-ul-Alam [20] used the positive mass theorem tech-
nique to prove the uniqueness of Schwarzschild spacetime. That proof also
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used suitable coordinates relative to a conformal metric for better control.
The method of using a conformal metric for better regularity has been
used earlier by Künzle [14]. Our present proof is essentially 3-dimensional.
Gibbons, Hartnoll and Pope [19] provided counterexamples showing non-
uniqueness of de Sitter solution in some higher dimensions. In the appendix
we used special conformal coordinates valid for 3-dimension. Possibly a more
serious issue is that even our starting point of the problem is 3-dimensional
in the following sense. In general dimensions the component of the bound-
ary set V = 0 representing the horizon may not have the topology of higher
dimensional spheres. In future we hope to undertake the study of these issues
and non-uniqueness in higher dimensions in view of the present technique.
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Appendix A

In this appendix, we prove Lemma 2.2 used in the proof of the main the-
orems. Thus we show that in 3-dimension and for our field equations it is
possible to choose Ω such that in the conformal normal coordinates about
q ∈ ∂Σ+, Equation (7) holds and Dij is diagonal. We also show that 6Cizi =
−Λc+ cDzz, CiAi = 0 for xA = x or y. Finally as a by-product we prove an
extra result.

First we note that it is possible to choose the conformal function Ω such
that the metric h = Ω2g has Ricci curvature 0 at the origin of the conformal
coordinate system (see Equation (3.6), page 212 in Schoen and Yau [17]). In
3-dimension this makes Ω2gij to be δij +O

(
r3
)
. Conformal transformation

formula and Ric(h) = 0 gives at the origin Rij = Dij +Dkkδij . Contracting
we get Dkk = (1/2)Λ. So that

(A.1) Rij = Dij + (1/2)Λδij at q.

∂Σ+ and z = 0 coordinate plane share the same unit normal vector ni at q
relative to g. Let xA denotes x or y. Since ∂Σ+ is totally geodesic and the
normal ni is parallel to (∂/∂z) we can apply Codacci’s equation for g to get
RzA = DzA = 0 at q. Similarly using Gauss’ equation and the fact that the
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Riemann curvature of h = Ω2g vanishes at q we get DAB is diagonal. Thus
Dij is diagonal as claimed.

Now we prove the second claim. Let R denote the scalar curvature of ∂Σ+

in the metric induced from g. Doubly contracted Gauss–Codacci equation
gives at q

(A.2) R = Λ− 2Dzz.

Let Δe denote the Euclidean Laplacian for xyz. Since

(Γg)
k
ij = −δk

i Djmxm − δk
j Dimxm + δijDkmxm +O

(
r2
)
,

ΔV = −ΛV and (∂2V/∂xi∂xj) = 6Cijkx
k +O(r2) give

6Ckxkx+ 6Ckyky + 6Ckzkz − cDzzz − 6DCExECCABxBxA

− 6DzzCzzzz
3 − 6DABCAzzx

Bz2 − 12DzzCzzAxAz2

− 12DEBxBCEzAxAz − 6DzzCzABxBxAz +O(r2) = −ΛV.(A.3)

The above equation is satisfied in a 3-ball about q including a neighborhood
of q on ∂Σ+. For V �= 0 on the z-axis (with z �= 0), Equation (A.3) gives

(A.4) 6Ckzkz − cDzzz − 6DzzCzzzz
3 = −Λcz − ΛCzzzz

3 − Λω(0, 0, z)

Dividing by z and taking limit z → 0, we get

(A.5) 6Ckzk − cDzz = −Λc.

Generally (with z �= 0) Equation (A.3) gives

6Ckxkx/z + 6Ckyky/z + 6Ckzk − cDzz − 6DCExECCABxBxA/z

− 6DzzCzzzz
2 − 6DABCAzzx

Bz − 12DzzCzzAxAz

− 12DEBxBCEzAxA − 6DzzCzABxBxA +O(r2)/z = −Λ(V/z),(A.6)

lim(V/z) exists. In case the z = 0 set does not coincide with the V = 0 set in
a neighborhood of q we can put V = 0 and then taking limit as (x, y, z)→ q
on ∂Σ+ we get

(A.7) 6Ckzk − cDzz − 6 limDCExECCABxBxA/z = 0, CkAk = 0.

If the z = 0 set coincides with the V = 0 set in a neighborhood of q then
Equation (A.3) gives DABCACE = 0 = CACE . In this case, we do not put
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V = 0 in Equation (A.3) to derive Equation (A.6). In stead in the RHS of
Equation (A.6) we use lim(V/z). Since this limit exists in the LHS we must
have CkAk = 0. This completes the proof of the second claim and Lemma 2.2.

As a by-product of the argument above we shall now show that if in
these coordinates ∂Σ+ is locally a graph over the z = 0 coordinate plane
of a function z = z(x, y) about the origin q ∈ ∂Σ+ with z = O(r3) and the
z = 0 set does not coincide with ∂Σ+ on an open subset of ∂Σ+ about q
for any q then g saturates the Boucher–Gibbons–Horowitz [3] inequality
namely Λ(Area ∂Σ+) ≤ 12π. This inequality has been established assuming
the boundary ∂Σ+ to be a single component and in this case equality gives
the uniqueness of the de Sitter spacetime.

Using V = cz + Czzzz
3 + 3CzzAxAz2 + 3Czxxx2z + 3Czyyy

2z + 6Czxy

xyz + CABCxCxBxA + ω in the right-hand side of Equation (A.3) we have
(A.8)
6Ckzk − cDzz − 6 limDCExECCABxBxA/z = −Λ(c+ limCABCxCxBxA/z).

Thus

(A.9) limCABCxCxBxA/z = −c.

In particular on ∂Σ+, limω/z = 0 and all CABC cannot vanish unless z = 0
on the V = 0 set in a neighborhood of q. Equations (A.7) and (A.5) give

(A.10) 6 limDCExECCABxBxA/z = −Λc.

Since by Equation (A.9) limon y=0,∂Σ+ Cxxxx3/z = −c, we have limDAB

CACExCxBxE/z = limon y=0,∂Σ+ DxxCxxxx3/z = −cDxx = −cDyy. Thus,
Dxx = Dyy = Dzz = (1/6)Λ. Equation (A.2) now gives R = (2/3)Λ at q.
Thus if for no q ∈ ∂Σ+, the z = 0 set coincides with an open subset of
∂Σ+ about q, we have R = (2/3)Λ everywhere on ∂Σ+. Then Gauss–Bonnet
gives Λ(Area∂Σ+) = 12π which is the equality part of Boucher–Gibbons–
Horowitz inequality mentioned above. Thus when ∂Σ+ has a single compo-
nent g is that of de Sitter metric by a result in [3]. Assuming, if possible, that
the z = 0 set coincides with an open subset of ∂Σ+ about q ∈ ∂Σ+ for some
q one still possibly can show that R = (2/3)Λ everywhere on the sphere ∂Σ+

is the only possibility. Since this method is becoming more complicated than
the method based on the positive mass theorem and it will not work for the
case with multiple boundary components we shall not pursue it further.
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